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Breaking Down Bates Crime 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
In compliance with the 1990 Jeanne Clery Act, all 
colleges and universities within the United States are re¬ 
quired to disclose the crime statistics on and around their 
campuses. The following graphs represent a comparison 
of particular crime indicators specifically for Bates and 
also for all the NESCAC schools. 
Crimes included in Clery Reports include aggravated 
assault, arson, burglary, forcible sex offense, non-forcible 
sex offense, negligent manslaughter, murder and non- 
negligent manslaughter, motor vehicle theft, robbery, hate 
crimes, liquor law arrests and disciplinary referrals, drug 
abuse arrests and disciplinary referrals, weapons posses¬ 
sion arrests and disciplinary referrals. A few schools in¬ 
cluded larceny, but The Student did not include it because 
the lack of compartive data offset the statistics. 
The Student focused on some of the more prevalent 
numbers across the NESCAC spectrum such as forcible 
sex offense, burglary and liquor law abuse. Crimes like 
arson, murder and aggravated assault were too infrequent 
to warrant a graph. 
The Clery Report conceptualizes crime statistics in 
three distinct locations: on-campus, residence halls, and 
public property. On-campus locations are defined as “any 
See NESCAC CRIME, page A6 
2006 Bates Crime Statistics 
Weapon Law Disciplinary Referrals 
(1) 
Burglary (18) 
Arson (3) 
Drug Law Disciplinary Referrals 
(70) 
Drug Law Arrests 
(4) 
While the numbers indicate the amount of 
occurrences, the pie sections represent the 
rough percentage of the total crimes reported. 
Liquor Law Arrests 
(14) 
Liquor Law Disciplinary Referrals 
(14) 
Students Attend Climate 
Change Conference in D.C. 
Mailbox 
Data Folder 
Mistakenly 
Accessible 
on Network 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
In yet another embarrassing data 
security leak for Bates College, stu¬ 
dents’ mailbox numbers and combina¬ 
tions were publically available for an 
unknown period of time. 
The information was stored in a 
network folder that was accessible by 
staff and students besides the normally 
allowed Office Services staff, according 
to Office Services Director Laurie Hen¬ 
derson. 
A public Mail and Print folder was 
set up on the China server in order to 
share shipping software with the Bates 
community a little over a year ago. 
“Over time, we created a folder 
in the Mail and Print directory named 
‘Chase Hall Post Office.’ The Chase Hall 
Post Office folder inadvertently took on 
the permissions of the Mail and Print 
public folder although we did not in¬ 
tend for ‘mailbox combinations’ to be 
public,” according to Director Hender¬ 
son. 
Director Henderson has no reason 
to believe that the data was misused, 
but she thought it would be a good pre¬ 
caution to change combinations regard¬ 
less. Because mailbox combinations are 
not considered personal information 
by Federal Law, Bates does not have to 
alert the government unless there is evi¬ 
dence of mail fraud in the Chase Hall 
Post Office. 
The leak was reported to the Ladd 
Library Help Desk by a student two 
weeks ago. 
“In line with ILS and other depart¬ 
ments on campus, Office Services is au¬ 
diting our folders, locations, uses and 
access as a matter of practice,” stated to 
Director Henderson. 
In light Of this leak, mailbox com¬ 
binations were reassigned last Sunday. 
New combinations are available on the 
Garnet Gateway. 
This is the second security breach 
of this nature uncovered in the last 
twenty-seven days. 
On October 23rd, The Student 
learned that the name, address, date of 
birth, loan amount, and social security 
number of 508 recipients of the federal 
Perkins Loan had been available on the 
network. 
Bates administrators had to alert 
Maine Attorney General's office be¬ 
cause of the possibility of identity theft. 
The Lewiston Sunjournal picked up the 
story, running it on the front page. 
In the aftermath of the data breach, 
Bates offered "affected students a free 
one-year subscription to LifeLock, a 
provider of identity theft prevention 
services for both institutions and indi¬ 
viduals," according to The Student. 
CHRISTINE ARSNOW 
STAFF WRITER 
Power Shift 2007 is described as 
“the first national youth summit to 
solve the climate crisis.” The event, 
which occurred from Nov. 2 through 
Nov. 5 in Maryland, was designed so 
that “youth of all backgrounds [could] 
■use their experience from local and 
state climate change movements to 
create a fresh, positive and inspiring 
vision of the future. [This vision] was 
based on [youth] potential to overcome 
the, challenges of the 21st century, 
build a clean energy economy, achieve 
energy independence, create millions 
of green jobs, increase global equity, 
and revitalize the American economy,” 
according to the Power Shift website. 
The website outlined three event 
goals: to “make the U.S. Presidential 
candidates and Congress take global 
warming seriously...[to] empower a 
truly diverse network of young leaders, 
and [to] achieve broad geographic di¬ 
versity." 
The organizing committee wanted 
to take the upcoming presidential elec¬ 
tion as an opportunity to force the gov¬ 
ernment to take action against global 
warming. “With youth voting rates on 
the rise,” the Power Shift website states, 
“we have the opportunity to drastically 
affect the 2008 Presidential Election 
and ensure our next president puts us 
on a path to stopping climate change.” 
Organizers of Power Shift also 
wanted to address “the limitations of 
mainstream environmentalism and its 
history of engaging primarily white, 
highly educated, privileged citizens 
on the left, while leaving behind oth¬ 
er communities.” They set a goal to 
diversify the environmental move¬ 
ment and shift cultural perceptions of 
sustainability throughout the United 
States, achieving both socioeconomic 
and geographic diversity. 
A group of students from Bates 
Energy Action Movement (BEAM), an 
organization “dedicated to taking direct 
action to fight global climate change,” 
attended this history-making confer¬ 
ence. Mike Pickoff ’09, BEAM’S co¬ 
president, summarizes the weekend: 
“Early Saturday morning we registered 
and then went on to attend three ses¬ 
sions of panels, a green career fair and 
an evening event with musical acts and 
key note speakers. On Sunday there 
were three workshop sessions and 
also a training session on how to lobby 
to Congress people and senators. On 
Monday the entire weekend culminat¬ 
ed in a giant rally on Capitol Hill.” 
Some workshops that stood out to 
attendees included a discussion about 
climate change with a group of Evan¬ 
gelical Christians and a workshop on 
civil disobedience called “Non-Violent 
Action 101.” Rob Friedman ’ll was 
surprised by the Evangelists' conserva¬ 
tive opinions about climate change but 
acknowledged the importance of hear¬ 
ing and understanding various opin¬ 
ions about global warming. 
In “Non-Violent Action 101,” Kate 
Webber ’ll and others acted out a pro¬ 
test outside of a coal plant. Students 
took turns portraying activists and 
plant employees who relied on their 
wages to feed their children. “It was 
really tough to do,” Webber said “and 
was definitely thought provoking.” 
These various workshops and lectures 
inspired students to consider climate 
change from a non-environmentalist 
perspective, an important skill when 
attempting to make sustainability a cul¬ 
tural norm. Considering reasons why 
people may oppose climate change 
helps promoters to explain the issue’s 
importance to resistant populations. 
“All in all, it was a completely 
amazing experience. I got a lot of great 
information, which was also extremely 
depressing and completely drove home 
the urgency of our situation. The over¬ 
all tone was really optimistic, though 
it was shocking to see how many col¬ 
leges from across the nation not only 
came but had initiated all of these great 
reforms at their own campuses. Pitas, 
it’s nice to know that we’ve got sup¬ 
port in Congress: we had Nancy Pelosi 
chanting “80 percent by 2050!” regard¬ 
ing a bill Congress is trying to pass that 
will cut eight percent of carbon emis¬ 
sions by 2050,” Webber said. 
Added Pickoff: “We all left with a 
sense of purpose and empowerment. 
The urgency of the issues surround¬ 
ing climate change was addressed 
throughout the weekend, but more im¬ 
portantly, our ability as students to rise 
up and create solutions was absolutely 
unquestioned. It was inspiring.” 
1450,000 
Grant 
Awarded 
to Bates 
SIMONE PATHE 
STAFF WRITER 
New funds will aid 
pursuit of academic 
diversity, faculty 
research and new 
general education 
requirements. 
The $450,000 grant awarded to 
Bates this fall by the Andrew W. Mell an 
Foundation will be implemented in the 
upcoming winter semester and will con¬ 
tinue through the 2010-2011 academic 
year. The grant will aid in the expan¬ 
sion of general education concentra¬ 
tions, faculty research and development 
and overall diversity in academics. 
The grant “came from a discussion 
between the President and a program 
officer at the foundation and out of that 
conversation the program officer wrote 
to the President and invited her to sub¬ 
mit a proposal,” said Dean of the Fac¬ 
ulty and Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Jill Reich. Foundations often 
release Requests for Proposals, or RFPs, 
to institutions asking them to submit 
proposals for programs that might merit 
funding. 
“In terms of strategies that institu¬ 
tions use, usually when you stop by a 
foundation to have a conversation, you 
have three or four ideas that the insti¬ 
tution is thinking about and so you’re 
trying to see if any of them are a fit for 
the foundation,” said Reich. 
Dean Reich and Professor and Spe¬ 
cial Assistant to the President for Diver¬ 
sity Leslie Hill are working together to 
implement the grant. Considerations 
for new general education concentra¬ 
tions include film studies and a concen¬ 
tration “looking at water from the point 
of view of economics, or ethics, oi po¬ 
etry, or art,” said Reich. 
For Bates to offer these conce ltra- 
tions, professors need to be well vt sed _ 
in the material. The grant would “sup- g 
port faculty in their own learning about ■ 
new pedagogies to implement that new 
curriculum and support them in devel¬ 
oping their own intellectual expertise 
in new areas that will...advance the ■ 
general education concentrations,” sa d 
Reich. 
Reich and Hill will “put out [their] 
own RFPs” in winter 2008, allowing the 
faculty to submit ideas that will achieve 
the goal of diversity in academics. The 
faculty will use the money to conduct 
research, attend workshops, conferenc¬ 
es or lectures on and off campus and 
develop new concentrations. 
Diversity in academics has several 
components. One is “broadening ac¬ 
cessibility, participation and knowl¬ 
edge of the range of human diversity, 
whether it’s gender, or racial and eth¬ 
nic, or socioeconomic or class,” said 
Reich. Second, diversity means incor¬ 
porating these topics in the curriculum 
through new “ideas or new pedagogies 
to better reach a range of students,” 
said Reich. 
After three years, “if you haven’t 
spent it all, you request the foundation 
to allow you to continue [spending] it,” 
said Reich. 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, 
named for the former Secretary of the 
Treasury, is a non-profit organization 
that was created in 1969 by combin¬ 
ing the separate foundations of Andrew 
Mellon’s two children. 
The foundation has “supported lib¬ 
eral arts colleges in general and Bates 
in particular for a long time,” said Reich. 
“Sixty-seven liberal arts colleges receive 
support through” the Mellon founda¬ 
tion for “faculty career enhancement,” 
for improving libraries and for “refresh¬ 
ing curricular offerings,” according to 
the Mellon Foundation website. 
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The Day I Lost My 
Wal-Mart Virginity 
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN 
MANAGING FORUM 
EDITOR 
In November of 
my freshman year, 
the New World Co¬ 
alition screened the 
documentary “Wal- 
Mart: The High Cost of Low Price” di¬ 
rected by Robert Greenwood and, like 
every other good liberal on campus, 
I went. There’s nothing like a good 
old-fashioned session of big-business 
bashing to make you feel like a true 
Batesie. Inadvertently, I had already 
lived the first few months of my college 
career as a conscientious consumer. I 
had managed to set up my entire dorm 
room without making a single trip to 
the nearby superstore, and without 
access to a car, I was unable to drive 
down the highway to stock up on bulk 
snacks. As of that November, I decided 
to make my unintentional anti-Wal- 
Mart shopping habits into a deliberate 
experiment. How long could I go with¬ 
out caving to the lures of the fluores¬ 
cent everything-store? 
I made it all the way through soph¬ 
omore year without much difficulty. 
Without really trying too hard, I bought 
fridge-fillers at the Russell Street con¬ 
venient store, picked up toiletries at 
RiteAid and found a rug for my room 
in my basement at home. When some¬ 
one asked if I wanted to tag along with 
them to Wal-Mart, I made an excuse. 
Until recently, shopping small didn’t 
seem to be that much of a challenge. 
Then, almost exactly two years since 
my experiment started, my ego caught 
up with me. It was the eve of the Hal¬ 
loween dance and I absolutely needed 
the following items: a purple wig, an 
orange dress and a bag of lollipops. I 
considered my options. Most likely I 
could find large bags of candy at Rite- 
Aid, but Goodwill would be hit or miss 
for the orange dress and, with only an 
hour of plausible shopping time to go 
before the big night, I couldn’t afford 
to miss. I tried to think of costumes 
that wouldn’t require a trip to Wal-Mart. 
I could... wrap myself in toilet paper 
and call myself a mummy? I could... 
dress up as my roommate? I could... 
cut holes in my pillowcase and pull it 
over my head? All of these costumes 
were possible, but pathetically make¬ 
shift. I imagined myself as a perfect 
Princess Lolly, curtseying in my orange 
dress and handing out lollipops from 
my crown as I pranced around Candy- 
Land (or the quad) visiting my friends 
Plumpy and Queen Frostine. I had 
been dreaming of this costume since 
September. I had to get to Wal-Mart. 
In the end, the breaking of the pact 
was pretty anticlimactic: I just got in my 
car and drove down the street. Pretty 
soon I was in what appeared to be a 
small city. Beyond the long row of 
cash registers, there were aisles upon 
aisles of groceries, clothing, electron¬ 
ics and jewelry. At 480,000 square 
feet, the store was so large that I be¬ 
gan to calculate travel time. How long 
would it take me to walk from Home 
and Garden to Electronics? Had I had 
enough endurance training to make it 
over to the cookie section? Was that 
purple wig really worth the half-mile 
hike through the beauty products? As 
a relatively athletic college student, I 
wondered how those older and young¬ 
er than me were managing. For the 
feeble-legged or easily-distracted, a trip 
around this Wal-Mart could take days. 
I also worried about getting lost. 
One wrong turn could send me spiral¬ 
ing into a black hole of pet food, and it 
could be weeks before they organized 
a search party. I wished I had listened 
to Dean Sawyer’s advice on studying 
abroad and registered my trip to Wal- 
Mart with the government. Even if I did 
make it back to the registers, the chanc¬ 
es of locating the friend I came with 
were slim. I wondered how people 
brought their children here. Wal-Mart 
seemed to me to be the single location 
in the world in which putting a kid on 
a leash might actually be appropriate. 
I prayed for cell phone service and an 
enhanced sense of direction. 
Miraculously, I emerged from Wal- 
Mart about an hour later with a purple 
wig, an orange dress and a bag of lol¬ 
lipops. Even more miraculously, my 
friend was with me. Wal-Mart saved 
my Halloween, and I saved $9.99. As 
George W. Bush would say, “Mission 
accomplished.” 
However, after the buzz of my af¬ 
ternoon of bargain-shopping wore off, 
I began to question the greater impli¬ 
cations of my Wal-Mart adventure. As 
Greenwood’s documentary informs, 
Wal-Mart deprives workers of fair wag¬ 
es, tries to keep employees at part-time 
to reduce health care eligibility and 
has been fined millions of dollars for 
Clean Water Act violations. As every 
new store is built, more and more inde¬ 
pendently-run businesses lose money 
and leave town. According to walmart- 
watch.com, in Lewiston, city and state 
leaders agreed to provide Wal-Mart 
with $16.7 million in subsidies on two 
conditions: 350 new jobs must be cre¬ 
ated and workers must be paid 12 to 
15 dollars an hour. Since its opening 
in June of 2005, Lewiston’s Wal-Mart 
has broken both of these promises. Al¬ 
though they received 2,000 applications 
before store opening, they reduced the 
number of hired employees to 225 
since “automation in the retailer’s ware¬ 
housing system” replaced the need for 
manpower. Also, the wages for “mate¬ 
rial handlers” were advertised at $8.50 
to $9.50 an hour instead of the agreed 
$12 to $15. As easily as it accepted 
the subsidies, Wal-Mart began its usual 
campaign of exploitation in Lewiston. 
With an unemployment rate of 
4.4 percent, a median hourly wage of 
$13.18 an hour (U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics) and a rising immigrant pop- 
See MAINE CONSUMERS, page A4 
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Letters to the Editor 
Diversity Poll Raises Questions about 
the Definition of Affirmative Action 
To the Editor: 
In response to “The Poll” and to 
Fabio Periera’s article “Rethinking Di¬ 
versity” in the Oct. 23rd issue of The 
Student: 
In the interest of full disclosure, let 
me reveal that I am a member of one 
of those so-called “minority groups” 
your survey dealt with. I found “The 
Poll,” Fabio Periera’s article “Rethinking 
Diversity,” and the “Response” to the 
poll all very interesting. 
Regarding the poll, one wonders 
how diverse the 75 respondents were 
and whether they were given clear 
and objective definitions of the loaded 
“terms” they were asked to react to: 
race, diversity, quotas, minority, af¬ 
firmative action, etc. If not, their re¬ 
sponses should be viewed with cau¬ 
tion. 
If, for example, the respondents 
were not told what a “quota” is, I 
would not place much stock in their 
responses. I, for one, view “quotas” 
not as goals - which the voters prob¬ 
ably thought they were - but as limits, 
and such limits fly in the face of feder¬ 
al Equal Opportunity laws. Example: 
you’ve recruited 100 females, thereby 
fulfilling the quota you’ve arbitrarily 
set. Thus, female applicant number 
101, otherwise qualified for admission, 
is rejected because that would exceed 
your quota. That’s illegal. 
In another forum and on another 
occasion, I might argue that, technical¬ 
ly, there is no such thing as “race” and 
thus no such thing as a "racial minority 
group.” For reference, see "Journey of 
Man,” a videotape produced by PBS . 
I might also argue that the survey 
categories - “Recruitment of top mi¬ 
nority students,” “Outreach in predom¬ 
inantly minority high schools/neigh¬ 
borhoods” and “Affirmative action for 
minority applicants” - are essentially 
the same; they all represent affirmative 
action. Here’s why: if there is agree¬ 
ment at Bates - and I believe there is 
- that a diversified campus (not one 
that’s homogeneous) provides the best 
opportunity to produce a well-educat¬ 
ed, well-rounded, fully-grounded grad¬ 
uate who has been exposed to other 
“cultures” and is equipped to make a 
contribution to and a difference in the 
real world, then it behooves the folks in 
Bates Admissions to go out and ensure 
that student environment. They do 
that by casting a wide net (outreach) 
and by screening prospective students 
on a one-on-one, personal basis, mak¬ 
ing sure the selection process yields a 
defensible mix of males and females, 
richer, middle-class and poorer kids, 
native and foreign-born students, ath¬ 
letes and scholars, artists and leaders, 
etc. By any other name, such up-close 
screening amounts to affirmative ac¬ 
tion designed to achieve the agreed-on 
results. And like it or not, in the final 
analysis, that is probably the process 
by which Fabio Periera (the author of 
the article), Bill K. Jack (the responder 
to the poll), the 75 respondents and 
I were each selected for admission to 
Bates. 
Frederick A. Drayton, Sr. '59 
Anti-Semitic Speaker Has No Place at Bates 
To the Editor: 
The speaker brought to campus 
last Thursday by Students for Peace 
and Justice in Palestine evokes memo¬ 
ries of last year’s speaker Alison Weir. 
On paper, Norman Finkelstein repre¬ 
sents an intellectual, and his resume 
includes faculty positions at NYU and 
DePaul, to name a few, but he was 
dismissed at each of these universities 
and he was denied tenure at DePaul. 
Finkelstein authored several books, 
each doing its part in disproving the 
existence of anti-Semitism. He argues 
that the Holocaust is being used as a 
money-making venture. To toot his 
own horn, Finkelstein claims to be the 
“world’s leading authority on UN Reso¬ 
lution 242.” At 293 words, this is not an 
impressive feat. I listened carefully to 
Finkelstein on Thursday night for the 
duration of his over two-hour speech 
and then decided that I disagree. 
In his lecture, Finkelstein attempt¬ 
ed to brainwash students by support¬ 
ing Hezbollah and by citing various 
parts of International Law and the 
United Nations charter. Throughout 
his lecture, Finkelstein isolated Israel 
and its allies. An example was the ar¬ 
gument that under International Law, 
all the land claimed by Israel in the 
1967 war is occupied territory and not 
legally Israel’s. This claim is worthless 
since international law is unenforce¬ 
able, similar to United Nations recom¬ 
mendations. 
Finkelstein argued that when Israel 
has political or social difficulties, they 
“play the Holocaust card.” This is ab¬ 
solutely untrue. Israel has grown to be 
a strong military country,= which de¬ 
fends itself and does not “play a Ho¬ 
locaust card.” Furthermore, he argues 
the "Holocaust card” came to America 
and became the “Holocaust Industry” 
after 1967. This is also untrue. The Ho¬ 
locaust changed the lives of millions, 
and they have a right to share their 
stories. Since 1948, Israel has been a 
leader in national security and sports a 
strong national army, which is required 
for all Israeli citizens to enter at age 18. 
Finkelstein argues that the Israeli army 
victimizes Palestinian children, which 
is evident in death tolls. This is a sim¬ 
ple ploy; anyone can cite numbers and 
argue reciprocity. 
When it came to the right to return, 
Finkelstein boosted his ego by saying 
that he settled with DePaul University 
because his concessions were sub¬ 
stantial. He claimed that if Israel gave 
Palestinians enough concessions, and 
if Palestinians stopped giving conces¬ 
sions, Palestinians would relinquish 
their right to return. Israel has made 
concessions since the beginning. Israel 
gave up sections of land to promote 
peace. Also, Israel attempted to stop 
the problem of suicide bombers, but 
Finkelstein appeared on an Arab TV 
station and praised the work of Hez¬ 
bollah and suicide bombers. 
I am outraged that the student 
body can allow such an anti-Semitic 
speaker on campus and not take ac¬ 
tion. I would have enjoyed attending 
a lecture that presented both sides, 
but Finkelstein was pro-Hezbollah. By 
bringing Norman Finkelstein to cam¬ 
pus, anti-Semitism has been brought 
to campus (which he argues does not 
exist!). Would the student body allow 
a racist speaker from the Ku Klux Klan 
to speak on campus? How can we al¬ 
low such an anti-Semitic speaker at 
Bates and not be outraged? 
Justin Faurer ’10 
Legalizing Marijuana Would Boost Maine Economy 
To the Editor: 
Dennis Donovan makes some 
good points in his article on marijuana. 
Let me just add that one thing would 
change if marijuana were legal here in 
Maine and we were able to use our 
political power to fend off the feder¬ 
al marshals Cheney would send. The 
money involved would go into the 
pockets of law-abiding Mainers rather 
than the criminals who are currently 
reaping the benefits. 
Of the 40,000 metric tons of 
pot produced each year (NY Times 
6.26.07), 10,000 metric tons are con¬ 
sumed in the U.S. (NY Times 8.21.07). 
Interestingly, we only have five percent 
of the world’s people, but we consume 
25 percent of the world’s pot. Coin¬ 
cidentally we also house 25 percent 
of the world’s prisoners (www.every- 
childmatters.org). 
But if it were legal to grow pot here 
and sell it at your roadside stand, as 
you would most other herbs, it would 
be the biggest boon to the Maine econ¬ 
omy since codfish cakes. I don’t know 
how many ounces there are in a met¬ 
ric ton but say at 80 dollars per ounce, 
the income would probably outstrip all 
other plants grown with the possible 
exception of trees. 
In addition, it might even attract 
more tourists to “Vacationland,” at least 
during September. It’s hard to fathom 
why we would want to put all that 
money in the pockets of the bad guys, 
but the need for the self-righteous to 
think they control the behaviors of 
those they believe they are better than 
knows no rational bounds. 
Jim Tierney, Auburn 
The Bliss of Class Cancellations 
JAMIE CRAGNOLINE 
STAFF WRITER 
I am a girl of simple pleasures. It 
doesn’t take a lot to please me - edam- 
ame in Commons, reading in bed 
while it snows outside, a letter from a 
friend. Thus, I have found that there is 
no greater pleasure to be had than the 
cancellation of a class. No other thing 
has the capability of giving me such a 
feeling of utter joy and elation. 
I could be in the midst of the worst 
day ever. I could have had four hours 
of sleep, missed breakfast, stepped in a 
knee-deep puddle and remembered a 
huge project due the next day. But one 
thing is sure to have the power to turn 
this all around. 
It can happen in several different 
ways. I can be en route to said class 
when I run into one my classmates, 
who mentions to me, “Why, haven’t you 
heard?” (at which point I am guaranteed 
to leap up and give him or her a huge, 
surely unbearable hug, regardless of our 
level of relationship). Other times, after 
sitting in the classroom for upwards of 
10 minutes, I assume that class will not 
be commencing (I am generally the one 
to decide this for everyone in the class). 
But by far the best way is when we are 
all sitting in class, notebooks open and 
pencils at the ready, when some un¬ 
known secretary marches in and breaks 
the news. Utter pandemonium breaks 
loose in my mind; it’s as if instantly 
all of my concerns have been washed 
away. I am generally out the door be¬ 
fore the speaker has finished. 
Why do I enjoy cancelled classes 
so much? The cancellation of a class 
grants me a sacred hour and 20 min¬ 
utes that I had never dreamed of hav¬ 
ing. The block of time that was been 
previously occupied is now released to 
me to do whatever I please with it. We 
all have free time here and there, but 
it’s not the same as getting time that you 
never knew you had. When a class is 
cancelled, I feel like I can do anything 
with the time I have been granted. I 
can go to the gym, catch up on sleep, 
call a friend from home whom I haven’t 
talked to in a while, climb a mountain, 
find a solution for world peace... (I al¬ 
ways was an overachiever). 
I will admit, however, that far more 
often than not I typically zone out on 
Facebook or make an unnecessary 
coffee stop in Commons, and before 
I know it, my precious 80 minutes are 
gone. But this does not make the time 
any less worthwhile. What it all comes 
down to is that this time was mine, and 
I could have done whatever I wanted 
with it. 
Does my great fondness of class 
cancellations mean that I don’t care 
about school? Here I am, at a presti¬ 
gious institution of higher learning, 
wishing away my class time. This could 
also be interpreted as a great insensitiv¬ 
ity to whoever is paying for my tuition. 
I’m no mathematician, but dividing total 
tuition by number of class meetings a 
year (an average of 12 per week) re¬ 
veals that each class session costs us 
about 120 dollars. So, every time I 
wish for a class to be canceled, I am 
in a sense wishing for 120 dollars to be 
squandered away. One hundred and 
twenty dollars of knowledge has disap¬ 
peared, never to be put to good use. 
I am going to argue, however, that 
See 80 MINUTES, page A3 
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A Friend's Death by Thesis: Bates' Best Spectator Sport 
TOM FLANAGAN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
For the next four weeks, 
I am going to be thoroughly 
entertained. This may seem 
illogical, given that most stu¬ 
dents consider the time be¬ 
tween our Thanksgiving and 
Winter Breaks to be some form of hell on earth. 
Not for me, though. There is something so ex¬ 
traordinary that it could actually make this up¬ 
coming stretch the most hilarious and awesome 
four-week span of my Bates career, despite the 
agony of finals. What could possibly give me so 
much joy? Senior theses being completed this 
semester are due on Dec. 7th, and one of my 
friends hasn’t started yet. 
Now, I normally have no problem naming 
names, but in this case there is simply too much 
at stake, so 1 don’t want to potentially blow up 
his spot. And maybe he has started, technically. 
I know that there are books in his possession 
that relate to his topic, and a Word document 
entitled “thesis” may or may not exist on his 
computer somewhere. If you were to open such 
a document, though, I have reason to believe 
you’d see a sheet as white as freshly fallen snow. 
So, as far as I’m concerned, this individual is go¬ 
ing to attempt to create a thesis from scratch in 
barely a month. 
For him, the end of this semester is going to 
be absolutely brutal. Things like watching foot¬ 
ball on Sundays, playing video games at night 
and other fun, relaxing activities will be com¬ 
pletely out of the question. Of course, since he 
has held those types of activities at such a pre¬ 
mium throughout the semester, he could prob¬ 
ably stop them all cold turkey right now and 
still end up having spent more time relaxing 
this semester than anyone else at Bates. Techni¬ 
cally, he may end up spending no more or less 
time on his thesis than anyone else; the time he 
should’ve spent on thesis throughout the semes¬ 
ter may simply be forced into one grisly binge 
that will take a toll on him socially, physically 
and psychologically. Regardless, he is unques¬ 
tionably doomed to a string of all-nighters and 
stressed-out, overbooked days and he will be 
the walking definition of miserable. I can’t wait. 
I’m not just excited because watching a 
friend back himself into a corner he can’t escape 
from is inherently funny (which it is). It’s about 
the way he went about it, too. No one who leaves 
thesis until the last few weeks does it in a mod¬ 
est, unassuming way, and my friend has been no 
exception. He has a cavalier attitude and unwav¬ 
ering cockiness forged from years of 
pumping out papers the 
night before they’re 
due and still coming 
out unscathed. He 
has made bets and 
bold proclama¬ 
tions about how 
many hours it will 
actually take him 
to write it, what 
grade he’ll get 
on it, how 
many pages 
it will end 
up being, 
etc. All se¬ 
mester long 
he’s scoffed at 
other seniors as 
they trudge off to 
the library with 
full backpacks. 
His tune has 
now changed. 
It finally hit him 
this week, and he 
had that moment 
of realization in which kelly gollogly/the bates student 
he grasped the scope of what 
lies ahead. I’m sure he can’t listen to the ring¬ 
ing from Hathorn every day without considering 
that it is for him that the bell tolls. The other day 
he cracked a few books and realized how long it 
would take to read even some of them. He faced 
the blinking cursor on the blank page and, I’m 
sure, let out a few expletives that weren’t even 
close to being under his breath. Some friends 
might start feeling bad for him at this stage, see¬ 
ing the nervousness and desperation setting in. 
Not me, though. I’m giddy with excitement and 
I can’t wait to see him take this on. 
I should acknowledge that under ordinary 
circumstances, I would be right there with him. 
If this were any normal assignment for any other 
class, I would be sitting shotgun in his, runaway 
train of procrastination. My thesis is creative, 
though, so it’s a completely different animal 
- much more fun and rewarding. I should also 
mention that my thesis was extended to full- 
year. As grateful as I am for the extension, I 
am also a bit concerned; giving a procrastinator 
a full-year thesis is like giving 
a mass murderer a chain saw. 
So, check back in late March. 
But for now, I have a front- 
row seat 
for the demise 
of my best friend. 
Is there a better 
way to add some 
joy to the cold, 
dark weeks between the 
holidays? I can’t think of 
one. 
We’ve ail heard the infamous tales of some¬ 
one completing a thesis in a single week, or 
someone writing an 11-page thesis that ultimate¬ 
ly gets published. Never both at once, though. 
It’s true that a thesis’ length is not necessarily 
an indication of its quality; I’m sure that there 
have been plenty that were well over 100 pages 
and still thoroughly unreadable. In fact, I don’t 
think most theses are read by anyone other than 
the student, the advisor and maybe the student’s 
parents. My friend’s thesis, though? Oh, I’m read¬ 
ing it. I can’t wait to bring a copy home with me 
on Christmas break, curl up in front of the fire 
and read it with microscopic focus. I may read 
it twice, giggling to myself and calling my friend 
to ask for clarification on some of his more in¬ 
teresting points, specifically the ones toward the 
end that will have been written after more than 
48 hours without sleep. 
He will get it done. What “it” will look like 
is completely up in the air, though. I can picture 
his advisor flipping through the firs! few pages, 
channeling Mr. Tarkanian and screaming, “This 
looks like you took a crap, or a dump, in the 
printer!” Who knows, though; maybe it will be 
fine. It’s possible that he’ll make good on his 
bold plans for massive production over Thanks¬ 
giving break and pump out a well-polished 30 
pages or more. It’s also possible that I won’t be 
living in my childhood bedroom with my feet 
hanging off the end of the bed indefinitely 
after I graduate. I just wouldn’t bet on either 
one. 
In the end, I guess the quality of what 
he produces is of little importance, as is his 
grade. He sees this as bigger than himself; he’s 
not just a student, but a pioneer. If he pulls 
this off in some sort of passable capacity, he 
will have set a precedent that will be marveled 
over by thesis writers for years to come. It will 
be his thesis that is spoken of in hushed tones 
by seniors crowded around the printer, wishing 
they could have had the courage to roll the dice 
with their diplomas on the line, wagering three 
months of fun against three weeks of unimagi¬ 
nable suffering. In short, if he succeeds he will 
have reached legend status and proven all his 
detractors wrong. 
For me, though, that doesn’t matter. Whether 
he succeeds or fails actually has nothing to do 
with my enjoyment of the next four weeks, be¬ 
cause regardless of the grade he receives, the 
process of completing this thesis is going to be 
horrible for him and therefore hilarious for me. 
If he’s staying true to his tendencies, he’ll do the 
majority of his writing in Pettengill, probably in 
the second floor lab. I may move a recliner in 
there for the week leading up to Dec. 7th (isn’t 
making thesis due on the day of infamy a little 
overdramatic, Bates?), just to ensure that I am 
comfortably present for every stage of his un¬ 
avoidable unraveling. I have no idea what hap¬ 
pens to a human being who sits in a chair and 
types for a week straight. Will he hallucinate? 
Develop chair sores? Lose the ability to see? 
There’s only one way to find out! You should 
all come to Pettengill that week to watch with 
me, and as Terrell Owens said, “get’cha popcorn 
ready.” 
Swift Observations: 
On the Relations between the Sexes 
FABIO PERIERA 
COLUMNIST 
It is a well-known fact 
that women are the lesser 
of the two sexes. God, in 
creating woman, burdened 
her with the responsibility 
of childbirth but denied 
her the necessary strength to support herself. 
So, she has been physically dependent on men 
for her existence, which being the natural or¬ 
der of things, is important to maintain for the 
propagation of the species. 
To this end, society has certain laws and 
practices that acknowledge the unequal pow¬ 
ers afforded men and women, so that even as 
society advances and allows women greater 
freedom, women are only accorded what men 
think they should have. 
Take, for instance, the pay gap. Women 
are paid 75 cents for each dollar a man earns. 
There are many good reasons for this, chief 
among them the simple fact that women do 
not join the workforce to succeed. Rather, if 
a woman has not found a suitable husband by 
the time she graduates college, the pursuit of a 
graduate degree or a career is just another step 
in finding a man who will care for and provide 
for her. So, you see, it makes sense to pay 
women less than men for it is the^ men who, 
ultimately, will be providing for their feebler 
and gentler female companions. 
But what of women who do desire a career 
and/or choose not to get married? Certainly, 
there will be exceptions to the rule, but again 
in these instances it is often the men who bear 
the costs of a woman choosing to remain in 
the workforce past her marital prime. In com¬ 
petitive environments, a man’s mastery of his 
emotions allows him to stay goal-focused even 
when upset. This is not the case for women, 
who require coaching and approbation in the 
workplace. Time wasted on these sorts of ac¬ 
tivities costs money - money that is easily re¬ 
couped by docking the wages of women by 25 
cents for every dollar. 
The pay gap also helps to socially reify the 
natural order of a woman’s dependence. For 
example, take dating rituals. Women often 
think that men pay for dinner out of chivalry. 
This is not the case. Rather, it is an expression 
of male superiority to buy a woman dinner, a 
way of communicating that he, not she, will be 
the provider in any potential relationship. If a 
woman “forgets” her wallet on a date, so much 
the better; she ought only to have the money a 
father or husband gives her anyway. 
So, too, with the practice of opening doors. 
A woman’s delicate frame should not be tried 
outside the home for it will deplete her of the 
strength needed to complete her domestic du¬ 
ties: sexually pleasuring her husband, bearing 
children, managing a household and so on. By 
limiting a woman’s physical and financial strain 
in the public sphere, men ensure that women 
will be able to carry out their role in the private 
sphere. 
This is largely why public duties have al¬ 
ways been for men. Women do not uphold 
the nation, but rather men do. It is men that 
have the God-given strength of character and 
frame to fight wars and win. Women may aid 
in times of war as nurses, cooks and caregivers, 
and that is their place. These roles reinforce 
their status as caretakers of men - creators of 
a home away from home for our soldiers. This 
draws on the innate ability of a woman to be 
a dutiful mother and wife. Women possess no 
such ability for combat or confrontation; their 
mental constitutions prohibit it. They are deli¬ 
cate, emotional and programmed to please. 
Women tend to accept their natural condi¬ 
tion and for those that do not, our society has 
created ways to remind women of their sta¬ 
tus. Catcalling is the most effective way for a 
man to reinforce his superiority. This activity 
is simple and reminds a woman of her place 
as an object of male desire; it reminds her that 
she should be wanted for her manner, not her 
mind. In time, this practice actually helps to 
maintain a woman’s self-esteem by reminding 
her of how well she fulfills her duty as a sex 
object and potential mother. It can be no bad 
thing to remind our women of how we appre¬ 
ciate them: viscerally, not intellectually. It is 
perfectly fine to ignore what a woman says but 
only as long as one compliments her on the 
way she looks. 
So, you see, it is not sexism that motivates 
the actions of men but rather a desire to main¬ 
tain the natural balance of power between men 
and women. In doing so, men are able to pro¬ 
tect women from the harshness of the world, 
to preserve their femininity and prime them 
for roles as mothers and wives in the home. 
And though women have advanced in all ar¬ 
eas of society, there are checks in place on 
their progress - checks that, in time, women 
will realize the correctness of, and with tongue 
firmly planted in cheek, will thank their male 
companions for. 
80 Minutes of Unexpected Free 
Time Provides Much-Needed Break 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A2 
when I have a class canceled, that amount of mon¬ 
ey is put to just as good of a use as the acquisition 
of knowledge. My sanity relies upon the occa¬ 
sional class cancellation. I think we all need to 
feel the elation and release of tension that comes 
from such an event. Even if we do not put this 
time to the best of use, it is still an hour and half 
or so that we can really call our own; it is a chunk 
of time that cannot possibly be handed over to 
someone else. Whenever I have a blank spot in 
my schedule and I know it, my time soon gets 
snatched up; thus, the only truly free time is that 
which I don’t know about until I get it. And this 
is what I live for. 
Why do I feel compelled to share this with 
you? I’m sure many of you feel the same way as 
me, though some of you may not (and I really 
don’t know what’s wrong with those of you). But, 
as we enter the frantic end-of-semester frenzy, it’s 
good to take a moment and appreciate these small 
pleasures. 
Positions Available at 
The Bates Student 
including Assistant Editor, Managing 
Editor, Copy Editor and more 
The Poll 
An interactive poll 
EXPRESSING THE VIEWS OF 
THE STUDENT'S'READERS 
Question: What was/is the MOST important factor 
for you in choosing a major(s)? 
Connections formed 
with professors 
I decided my major by de¬ 
fault according to what classes 
1 had taken so far 
What I 
want to do 
after college 
Note: 89 people voted in this poll. "Difficulty/ease of the major requirements" and "What my 
parent(s) want my major to be" were also options, but neither of these categories received 
any votes. 
Vote in next week's interactive poll or respond to the poll at 
www.BatesStudent.com 
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Don’t (Politically) Correct Me 
8 
Number of limbs that toddler Lakshmi Tatma had when she 
was born. The extra limbs were remnants of Lakshmi’s parasitic- 
twin, basically a headless sibling that shared her body. Some 
neighbors in her Indian village thought that Lakshmi was the 
reincarnation of Laxmi, the multi-limbed goddess of wealth. It 
took 30 surgeons and 27 hours to remove the four extra limbs. 
53 
Number of Rhesus and African Green monkeys that 
were in a pickup truck and trailer when it skidded off Inter¬ 
state 70 in eastern Ohio. The monkeys were on the way to a 
Maryland laboratory. The driver suffered minor injuries and the 
monkeys were unharmed. 
24 
Number of young men that axe murderer Fritz Haarmann 
killed in Hanover, Germany. A drawing of Haarmann now.ap¬ 
pears on a children’s Christmas advent calendar. Creators of the 
calendar said that they included Haarmann, meat cleaver and 
all, because he was an important figure in Hanover history. 
120 
Number of pellets that shot into James Harris’ left leg while 
he was hunting. The trigger was accidently pulled by Harris’ 
dog while the gun was on the ground. 
25 
Diameter, in inches, of a pet cat entered in the People’s Dis¬ 
pensary for Sick Animals’ “Pet Fit Club” competition. The eight 
participating pets will take part in a 100-day diet and fitness 
challenge. The competition is a response to PDSA’s concern for 
the rise in pet obesity. 
60 
Age of a man arrested for streaking onto the field during 
a girl’s soccer game. Later, when appealing his case in court, 
the man couldn’t help but strip down again while the jury was 
adjourned. “It appears... he views himself as a living work of 
art,” a spokesman for the court commented. 
89 
Number of years that Stanley Cubiss’ engagement ring spent 
at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean before being recovered by 
an amateur diver. Cubiss was a sailor that drowned in the HMS 
Opal shipwreck during World War I. His ring, dated March 
1916, was found off the coast of Scotland and returned to his 
family. 
7.5 
Weight, in tons, of a bus that Manjit Singh pulled with his 
ears. Singh was aiming to pull the bus 10 meters to break the 
world record but only managed to make it half the distance. 
He will have to settle with the world records he has already 
secured, including pulling a bus with his hair. 
103 
Number of burgers that California man Joey Chestnut ate in 
eight minutes. Chestnut won the Krystal Square Off World Ham¬ 
burger Eating Competition and set a new world record. Brad 
Wahl, Krystal’s vice president, equated Chestnut’s hamburger 
eating skills with one of the greatest moments in athletics. “Like 
when Roger Bannister broke the four-minute mile barrier more 
than 50 years ago, Joey Chestnut has set a new benchmark to¬ 
day,” he said. 
Sources: ananova.com, cnn.com, abcnews.go.com 
CORRECTION: 
In the November 6th issue of The Student, the 
article entitled "Deansmen Reunion Concert: An Oc¬ 
casion for Ovation" stated that "Go Rest High on the 
Mountain" was sung in honor of a deceased class¬ 
mate of the class of ’82. Benjamin Colby Tassinari 
was actually a member of the class of ’98. 
DENNIS DONOVAN 
STAFF WRITER 
Might as well hang a big ’ole bulls-eye 
around my neck. I’m one of the few people 
you can make fun of. Being white, Chris¬ 
tian and straight, political correctness doesn’t 
really affect me directly. I know that some 
people out there will say it’s that sort of at¬ 
titude that’s holding people back, but it isn’t. 
And it isn’t words either. I once heard, and 
haven’t been able to find anyone to attribute 
it to, that “There are no bad words, only bad 
thoughts.” While there are certain words 
that may be hurtful, I don’t think getting rid 
of those words is the first step. Even as I 
type this, I’m unsure of where to go next, 
and I think that’s normal. Any discussion of 
political correctness is a discussion of power 
structures and majority/minority as well. 
Some subscribe to the Sapir-Whorf hy¬ 
pothesis, which is that the way we think is 
influenced by the way we speak and not the 
other way around. The linguists postulate as 
well that the very words we use define the 
way we think. This implies that the words 
themselves hold the power. Very Otwellian 
of them: “A heretical thought... should literal¬ 
ly be unthinkable, at least as far as thought is 
dependant on language” (Orwell, 1949). Po¬ 
litical correctness holds a very similar belief: 
that if we eliminate the words of prejudice, 
we’ll never have prejudice. At least to me, 
this argument seems flawed. If we get rid of 
the prejudicial and oppressive language that 
we have now, we’ll just invent new oppres¬ 
sive words. 
The other common objection to political 
correctness is how far we are willing to take 
it. I think pretty much everyone reading this 
is in agreement that there are certain words 
It's not the words that 
are the problem; it's the 
thoughts behind the words. 
that shouldn’t be said. Words that have so 
much history and so much hate inside of 
them that saying them is that hurtful. But 
where do we stop? This question becomes 
a question about being able to solve all the 
people all the time. While I may hate the 
word “fag” but have no objection to the use 
of the verb “gyp,” my roommate may have 
the exact opposite preferences. We’re never 
going to get the whole world, or even all of 
Bates, to agree upon a list of which words are 
okay and which aren’t. Without the ability to ' 
please everyone, or even most people, the 
entire concept seems silly. Are we only wor¬ 
ried about not offending some of the people? 
How do we pick? Are we only concerned 
about not offending Jewish-Gay-Midgets, or 
Black-Bhuddist-Nudists? 
Now I understand that the idea of being 
politically correct is to protect minorities, but 
are words really what we need to be protect¬ 
ing them from? What about a better judicial 
system? Or a more educational system? Sure, 
hearing the wrong word at the wrong time 
may be hurtful, but that isn’t what’s holding 
people back. Now, I’m certainly not suggest¬ 
ing that we become careless with our words, 
and I may not be the best source of insight, 
seeing that I am the majority. But, in my 
opinion, it is a balancing act. We shouldn’t 
try to offend people, but at the same time 
we shouldn’t let the fear of offending peo¬ 
ple stop us from speaking honestly. And 
it’s about knowing the people you’re with. 
While I’m not advocating being a closet rac¬ 
ist, a misplaced word in private hurts no one. 
It’s not the words that are the problem; it’s 
the thoughts behind the words. And while 
we can’t regulate thoughts, regulating speech 
doesn’t sound very constitutional to me ei¬ 
ther. Hopefully, somewhere down the line, 
we won’t have to worry about offending peo¬ 
ple with our language. Then maybe we can 
worry about words like robot and cyborg. 
Television Writers' Strike Puts a Price on Creativity 
Reruns, Reality TV Shows Fill Up the Screen as Negotiations Remain at a Standstill 
JOHN MILEY 
ASSISTANT FORUM 
EDITOR 
Have you been watch¬ 
ing late night talk shows 
recently? If you have, you 
may have had an eerie 
case of deja vu. There’s a reason for that: as 
of Monday, November 5th, the Writers Guild 
of America officially began their strike against 
producers. Late night favorites like Letterman, 
Leno and Conan are all in rerun. Get ready for 
a television season filled with reruns, movies, 
and - because they don’t require scripts - re¬ 
ality shows. 
The writers’ contract expired at midnight 
on October 31st. Writers essentially want two 
things: higher residuals for DVD sales (an 
increase from four cents to eight cents) and 
compensation for internet content. Their op¬ 
ponent is the Alliance of Motion Picture & 
Television Producers. According to CNN.com, 
producers are unwilling to give more money 
for DVDs because they argue that the reve¬ 
nue from DVD sales is needed to cover the 
sharply rising cost of producing projects. 
The two sides are steadfast, and the stakes 
are high. The last contract was negotiated 
in 1988, back when “The Cosby Show” was 
America’s number one television program. 
The strike of 1988 lasted five months, and 
losses were estimated at $500 million, along 
with a loss of nine percent of viewers: “[it] 
crippled the industry” (CNN.com). That’s 
$500 million 20 years ago; a strike of the same 
length today would undoubtedly impact the 
industry even more. 
This means that the last time the writers 
negotiated a contract was before the internet 
even existed. Now television shows have the 
ability to make money with online content, 
something for which the writers are not com¬ 
pensated. The problem is that the internet is 
by no means an organized venue, and no one 
is sure how to divvy up compensation. Any¬ 
one can post videos on YouTube or start up 
their own blog. It’s a new horizon - that vast, 
nebulous space of the internet, where no one 
has any real control and the information is 
just out there. So who deserves compensa¬ 
tion? It’s one of the sticking points of negotia¬ 
tions. 
The president of Warner Brothers Televi- 
Maine Consumers Balance Wal-Mart with Local Favorites 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A2 
ulation, Lewiston was a pretty easy target for the 
superstore. Not only did people in Lewiston need 
jobs, but they also needed a cheap place to shop. 
So far, the people of Lewiston seem to be pretty 
content with Wal-Mart in terms of the consumer ex¬ 
perience. Not only did the store look like a city, 
but it was as busy as a city. Customers flowed in 
and out of the automatic doors in a steady stream 
and I often had to press against the shelves to navi¬ 
gate around people in the aisles. As overwhelm¬ 
ing as Wal-Mart seemed at first, the myth was true: 
Wal-Mart really did have everything. There are few 
other stores in which you could buy a DVD player, 
a Power Wheels bike and a Hamburger Helper meal 
under the same ceiling. 
As a Bates student and someone who isn’t sup¬ 
porting a family or paying rent, I have the freedom 
to avoid shopping at Wal-Mart, as I did for two 
full years. However, many people I observed in 
the store seemed to be using Wal-Mart for much 
more than a Halloween costume and a spare box of 
Wheat Thins. If I couldn’t keep myself out of Wal- 
Mart, how could they? 
Even with documentaries that expose the evils 
of Wal-Mart, it seems as if the American trend to¬ 
ward superstores is irreversible. Though known for 
its quaint mom-and-pop shops and its organic farm¬ 
ing, Maine is also becoming a land of strip malls 
and chain stores. For better or worse, Wal-Mart is 
becoming an integral part of Maine culture (as a 
friend from Farmington, Maine, told me, the Wal- 
Mart near her home has even been the venue for a 
few weddings). Boycotts against Wal-Mart - includ¬ 
ing my own - have been largely unsuccessful in 
deterring the infiltration. 
Ultimately, it seems as if Wal-Mart is here in 
Lewiston because people want it to be. True, not 
everyone knows about all of the worker’s rights vio¬ 
lations, but my sense is that people really like being 
able to buy everything they need in one place and 
at low prices. Whether it’s good for the community 
or not, Wal-Mart is here to stay. 
However, just as it is the consumers that keep 
Wal-Mart running, it is also the consumers that must 
keep the company in check. For those that are not 
as constrained by time or budget, it is important to 
shop conscientiously. The good news is that it’s 
not too much of a strain to avoid Wal-Mart. The 
superstore may be convenient, but it’s also terrify¬ 
ing. There are plenty of stores in Lewiston that sell 
the same products that are found in the labyrinth 
of Wal-Mart. Though I might consider a return trip 
to Wal-Mart the next time I need a purple wig, for 
most items, I much prefer stores that I don’t need a 
hand-held GPS to navigate. 
In the end, there is no way that Wal-Mart could 
replace the friendly, local favorites like the Pop 
Shoppe Diner or Simones’ Hot Dog Stand. People 
in Maine like their low prices, but they also like 
their character. They like their “usual” prepared 
by an old family friend. As scary as the rise of 
superstores is, I don’t think we have to fear that 
Wal-Mart will replace every local business and that 
Maine farmland will be paved over with parking 
lots. Consumers are too human (and too powerful) 
for that. 
sion Group, Bruce Rosenblum, argues that 
the “Writers Guild shouldn’t have jurisdiction 
over original programming produced for the 
Web” (Forbes.com). Rosenblum wants to be 
able to hire non-guild writers for internet 
material to compete with amateurs posting 
material on the internet. Again, the ultimate 
problem comes down to the newness of web 
material: it is just recently that an influx of in¬ 
ternet-related material has come hand in hand 
with a television show. Just check out Dwight 
Schrute’s blog from “The Office” to get an 
idea of how shows are expanding to the in¬ 
ternet, in different and innovative ways. 
Television is meant to be enjoyed; the TV 
room is a place to sit back and watch your fa¬ 
vorite show. But behind the scenes are teams 
of writers who come up with the stuff we 
obsess over, criticize or are hypnotized by. 
Right now, late night talk shows, because of 
their daily schedule, are the first programs to 
be noticeably affected by the strike - but not 
the last. If the strike continues, many televi¬ 
sion shows, from soap operas to prime-time 
shows, will be forced to go into rerun. 
The writers are not without leverage. They 
are the creative minds behind the shows. The 
powerful leverage the producers have is mon¬ 
ey; they are the ones who back the shows. 
It’s strange to think that a union of writers 
can simply stop providing entertainment. It 
certainly wakes up viewers from our hypno¬ 
tized gaze in front of the television, making 
us realize that these writers are members of 
a union. According to CNN.com, the average 
WGA writer makes about $200,000 a year and 
“while writers are generally paid well, they 
depend on residuals to get them through of- 
ten-frequent times of unemployment.” 
It’s an interesting dynamic. Brains versus 
brawn; creativity versus money. It’s hard to 
think about who has the most power: writers 
or producers. Producers will lose their source 
of original materials, but they still have strong 
reasons not to budge. They have reruns, mov¬ 
ies and the dreaded reality television show. 
The Writers Guild of America is the com¬ 
bination of Writers Guild of America, East and 
Writers Guild of America, West. The union of 
these two organizations represents the ma¬ 
jor television and movie writers in America. 
Because movies take longer to produce, they 
will not be as quickly affected as television 
Creative energy is not only compensated, 
it is unionized. In a capitalistic world, where 
products are made to be bought, this makes 
sense. In an artistic sense, it’s a strange thing 
to consider. I think that most writers think 
of themselves as producing something more 
than a product to be bought and sold. They 
create art (whatever that is) which is supposed 
to be abstract and meaningful. But they need 
to be protected. They have contracts and are 
employees, even when they are writing lines 
for Dwight from “The Office” or Stewie from 
“Family Guy.” 
Who’s going to budge first? I would guess 
that producers will see how far they can go 
without writers. It may be that because of tele¬ 
vision series on DVD and content available 
online, viewers simply aren’t as concerned, 
with seeing brand new content each week. 
But this will only last so long. Eventually, no 
matter how many reruns or movies the sta¬ 
tions have stockpiled, viewers will want new 
programs and ratings will be affected. The 
question is, to what extent will ratings be af¬ 
fected? 
I think it’s pretty clear that with shows 
like “A Shot of Love with Tila Tequila” and 
“My Super Sweet 16,” viewers will watch just 
about anything. And there is something in¬ 
tangibly hypnotizing about reality television, 
regardless of how “real” it actually is. It’s in¬ 
teresting enough to keep watching MTV even 
though music videos are long gone. It’s not 
that we don’t notice; it’s just that we don’t 
care enough to stop watching. We require en¬ 
tertainment that keeps us interested enough 
not to turn the television off and do some¬ 
thing else like (gasp) read a book. From the 
looks of it, it doesn’t require much to keep 
the television on. 
In the end, I’m much more worried for 
the writers. Many well-written television 
shows are on par with any great writing 
that I’ve read. Many times, television writers 
will surprise me with their creativity. There 
are shows that have seemingly destroyed ■ 
the three-camera sitcom with a laugh-track; ■ 
“Scrubs,” “The Office,” and “Curb Your En- ® 
thusiasm” are all examples of great, original 
comedy. Writers continually reinvent genres 
and inject creativity into stale modes of story- — 
telling. It’s a shame that, at least for a while, 
we’ll be missing out on our favorite programs 
and our favorite writers. 
Nine days of break ^ ^ 
Harvest Dinner 
upcoming 
1/3 of Dispatch plays ^ 
in the Silo 
Reese's Puffs now for 
breakfast 
Just enough time to 
write your thesis. 
This was the deciding 
factor in determining 
which semester I 
went abroad. 
For three easy 
payments of our entire 
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News in Brief 
Four New Trustees Appointed 
President Hansen appointed four new members to the college’s Board of 
Trustees last month. The new Trustees, each of whom will serve a five-year 
term, include Alison R. Bernstein, a former associate dean at Princeton, H. 
Scott Bierman, a dean at Carleton College, Scott D. Freeman of real estate 
firm Colony Realty, and Kathleen M. Whelan, a former lawyer now involved 
with the Belmont Hill School. 
Bernstein serves as vice president of Ford Foundation’s Knowledge, Cre¬ 
ativity and Freedom Program. Formerly an Associate Dean at Princeton, 
Bernstein is also well-published in a number of journals including “The 
Chronicles of Higher Education” and has authored three books. 
Also hailing from academia is Bierman, who currently serves as Car- 
leton’s Dean of College. Bierman, an expert in public sector economics and 
industrial organization, was former chair of the Economics Department at 
Carleton. Additionally, he has co-authored a book that brought a serious 
study of game theory into undergraduate studies for the first time. 
Freeman is a principal for Colony Realty Partners LCC, an investment 
firm for commercial real estate. He also serves on the company’s Board 
of Managers and Investment Committees. Before joining Colony, Freeman 
worked with a number of other realty investment firms including TA Associ¬ 
ate Realty, General Electric Investments and Aetna Realty Investors. 
Whelan, a former corporate and securities lawyer, is now involved in 
alumni and development, having worked for a number of independent 
schools including Belmont Hill School in Belmont, Mass., where she is cur¬ 
rently a member of the school’s Corporation and chair of the women’s lec¬ 
ture series. Whelan has also been involved at Bates, recently serving on the 
Ad Hoc Committee on Athletic Fundraising. Whelan is a writer as well, and 
is working on completing her second novel. 
-REGINA TAVANI/ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
Finkelstein Claims Legal Rulings Eliminate 
Controversy in Israeli/Palestinian Conflict 
The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has been the source of unceasing contro¬ 
versy for decades. Or has it? According to Norman Finkelstein, “A vast pre¬ 
ponderance of [the] controversy is fabricated, conjured, contrived and artifi¬ 
cial. ...” As Finkelstein carefully explained in a packed Chase Hall Lounge last 
Thursday, the contentious debate is waged to sow confusion about the actual 
documented record of the conflict - which is surprisingly uncontroversial. 
Dr. Finkelstein, who is embroiled in his own fair share of controversy, is 
the son of two Holocaust survivors. A prolific writer on Jewish-related issues, 
specifically on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, his pro-Palestinian stance has 
made him subject to a great deal of public outcry. 
Finkelstein argued that in the peace process between Palestine and Israel, 
there are four major issues: borders, Jerusalem, settlements and refugees. 
Those are the final status questions that some believe have no clear answers. 
But as Finkelstein explained, the International Court of Justice has already 
ruled on all of these issues. With surprising unity, the World Court has said 
the borders of Israel are indisputable - international law states that it is inad¬ 
missible to acquire territory by force, therefore, the disputed territories are, 
in reality, occupied Palestinian territories. The World Court ruled that techni¬ 
cally, Israel has no legal title to Jerusalem. 
Concerning settlements, international law states that it is inadmissible for 
an occupying power to settle the occupied land. This opinion was rendered 
in about 100 pages - a remarkable lack of clash within the court. Finkelstein 
gave compelling evidence that on the real record, there is no controversy. 
This conflict creates an overwhelming amount of indignation and anger 
when brought into the public realm. Finkelstein became particularly controver¬ 
sial in his talk concerning his thoughts on the misuse of anti-Semitism in the 
media. 
His opinions have generated disapproval and condemnation from many 
public arenas, yet during his speech at Bates there was a lack of boiling tem¬ 
pers. Finkelstein urged his audience to support the principles of truth and 
justice. 
-ANITA MOHANDAS/CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
USMC Captain Shares Experiences 
TOM FLANAGAN 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
In Pettengill Hall, a building where 
students and professors alike often de¬ 
bate and discuss the war in Iraq, the 
voice of experience weighed in on 
the conflict last Thursday night. United 
States Marine Corps Captain Tony King 
presented a slideshow of personal pho¬ 
tos and spoke candidly of his experi¬ 
ences during two tours in Iraq. 
The presentation was offered by 
the Bates College Republicans and con¬ 
stituted the only acknowledgement of 
Veteran’s Day on campus. 
Captain King’s presentation began 
with a video produced by the Depart¬ 
ment of the Navy entitled “Enduring 
Freedom” but soon after shifted to a 
collection of photos personally taken 
by Captain King during the two times 
he “got to go to Iraq.” He explained that 
soldiers often see deployment as an op¬ 
portunity to finally do what they were 
trained to do. 
The photos covered a great spec¬ 
trum: a crushed box of Goldfish being 
pulled from a care package by a grin¬ 
ning Marine, a blinding sandstorm that 
limited visibility to three feet, Iraqi vehi¬ 
cles destroyed by aerial strikes while the 
invading Marines were still hundreds of 
miles away, Marines playing with Iraqi 
children and American medical person¬ 
nel treating wounded Iraqi soldiers. 
Many of the photos captured the 
unexpected boredom that comes from 
being in a convoy trailing the front¬ 
line expeditionary force. Captain King 
agreed with a quotation he shared: “war 
is endless hours of boredom punctu¬ 
ated by moments of terror.” 
The interactions Captain King had 
with Iraqi soldiers were a focal point. 
He explained that many Iraqi soldiers 
had been left at their outposts for weeks 
without any food, water or other sup¬ 
port from their commanders. Many Iraqi 
soldiers were shocked to see Americans 
reach their defensive position because 
Iraqi leadership had been constantly in¬ 
sisting that they were winning the war. 
One Iraqi soldier told the Marines 
that he knew they had lost when he saw 
an American tank float across a river. He 
was referring to amphibious tanks that 
Captain King’s convoy utilized. 
Interactions with civilians were also 
continuously referenced in the presen¬ 
tation. Captain King explained that hu¬ 
manitarian food packages necessarily 
contain fewer nutrients than the Ma¬ 
rines’ own meals because the Iraqis are 
so accustomed to nutrient deficiency 
that the richness of a standard Marine 
meal would make them sick. 
Captain King shared a highly-de¬ 
tailed analysis of the American inva¬ 
sion of Fallujah due to its prominent 
position in the news. His explanation 
included maps detailing weapons 
caches, sniper positions and variously 
strengthened defensive positions. He 
noted that most of the civilians es¬ 
caped the town before the invasion, 
a fact that eliminated the insurgents’ 
greatest advantage. The Marines knew 
that “99-9 percent” of the occupants 
were insurgents and could fight a very 
different battle as a result. 
He discussed the massive stashes 
of PCP, cocaine and other drugs found 
within defensive positions in Fallujah, 
and explained that some insurgents 
were so “hopped up” on the drugs that 
they would take five or six shots to fi¬ 
nally go down. 
In the end, there were 130 to 140 
Americans killed in comparison to 8,000 
to 9,000 insurgents killed, according to 
Captain King. 
Captain King spoke of the patience 
and commitment required to defeat an 
insurgent force, emphasizing the impor¬ 
tance of gaining the trust and support of 
the non-insurgent population. 
He answered a number of ques¬ 
tions following his presentation, cover¬ 
ing topics from the role of Blackwater 
and other professional security forces 
to how the Marines interact with the 
press and how Marines, an expedition¬ 
ary force, have adjusted to their role as 
an occupying force in Iraq. 
He explained that the Marines plan 
to grow from 179,000 to 202,000 by 
the year 2010, and that reaching such 
a goal will be difficult. The Marines are 
maintaining active duty tours of seven 
months, while the Army has extended 
tours to as long as 14 and 15 months. 
A 2001 graduate of the University of 
Maine, Orono, Captain King currently 
serves as an Officer Selection Officer 
based out of Durham, NH, and lives in 
Berwick, Maine. 
Cor] porate Donations on tl tie Rise 
Top 10 2006 Corporation and Foundation Contributions 
Corporation/Foundation Gift Amount 
Anonymous 2,500,000 
Anonymous 833,333 
Anonymous 200,000 
Griffith Cranberry Co., Inc. 200,000 
General Electric Foundation 45,000 
TD Banknorth Charitable Foundation 40,000 
General Electric Foundation 39,970.68 
House of Lights 30,000 
Anonymous 25,000 
General Electric Foundation 19,305 
Gift Designation 
Organic, Natural, and Farm-Fresh Foods Fund 
Dining Commons 
Robert J. Branham Scholars Fund 
Clark A. Griffith '53 Professorship 
Dining Commons 
Androscoggin Scholarship Fund 
Dining Commons 
Bert Andrews Room Fund 
Current Scholarship/Named Scholars Program 
Walter 0. and Lois MacKinnon Davis ’48/’50 Scholarship Fund 
SAM NAGOURNEY 
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR 
As American colleges and universi¬ 
ties need more and more money to stay 
competitive, corporate contributions 
have become a significant fundraising 
source. 
As a small liberal arts college with¬ 
out a business school, Bates lacks the 
im fM Jm ■ f-.iN 
. IWN 
IBCWX&OTM*<ja?UWD fill 
Brooke Army I Medical Center, Texas 
i I 
• a it a 
EARN YOUR DEGREE, 
THE RESPECT OF YOUR PEERS AND 
MORE THAN $1,600 PER MONTH. 
Students accepted Into an accredited medical or dental school 
are eligible for our Medical and Dental School Stipend Program, 
in addition to more than $1,600 per month for living expenses, 
MDSSP gives you a head start on your career. Your Army 
Reserve training provides invaluable experience alongside 
outstanding medical professionals and a major advantage over 
your peers. Most Importantly, as a member of the U.S. Army 
Health Care Team, you'll earn the gratitude of our Soldiers, their 
Families and your nation. 
programs that corporations usually want, 
which is what makes Director of Corpo¬ 
rate and Foundation Relations Robert 
Pallone’s job particularly difficult. 
Regardless, corporate contributions 
have been on the rise. In the fiscal 
year 2002, Bates received $268,590 in 
corporate contributions. In FY2003, FY- 
2004, FY2005 and FY2006, we received 
$593,837, $639,819, $697,463 and 
$4,368,120 respectively. The massive 
jump between FY2005 and FY2006 is 
due to an anonymous $5 million dona¬ 
tion being given incrementally, but the 
upward progression is still noticeable. 
“In looking for potential companies 
to solicit, we seek win-win opportuni¬ 
ties; for example, funds for student re¬ 
search as part of a program where we 
assist in informing our students about 
internship opportunities and eventually 
full time jobs or pay for their graduate 
studies,” Pallone explained. 
“Other times we would want to 
look at companies where we have had 
strong recruiting success - e.g. IBM. 
Some companies have told us flat out 
that they wouldn’t consider a gift until 
we had a recruiting relationship, so we 
then think about how we might get that 
relationship initiated.” 
Bates raises money from corpora¬ 
tions in several ways. Matching gifts 
where companies match employees’ 
donations one-to-one, two-to-one or. 
higher are great resources. Addition¬ 
ally, Bates solicits corporations for spe¬ 
cific projects. 
“Some [corporations] have specific 
guidelines and application forms and 
requirements; others allow you to pro¬ 
pose. Many companies only give in re¬ 
gions of the country where they have 
a presence with a manufacturing plant 
or retail stores. Some give to specific 
projects - like homelessness - so [they] 
don’t entertain ideas outside of that ob¬ 
jective,” Pallone said. 
Juggling the challenge of fundrais¬ 
ing from a liberal arts school, Pallone 
has often turned to Bates vendors for 
donations because a pleasant business 
relationship already exists there. 
Alumni and board connections are 
also helpful methods for garnering cor¬ 
porate contributions, particularly when 
an alumnus is high ranking. Bates defi¬ 
nitely utilizes this method judging from 
President Hansen’s recent trustee ap¬ 
pointments - H. Scott Bierman is Vice 
President of Ford Foundation’s Knowl¬ 
edge, Creativity and Freedom Program 
and Scott D. Freeman serves on Colony 
Realty Partners LCC’s Board of Manag¬ 
ers and Investment Committee. 
Pallone also focuses on ethical fund¬ 
raising issues. “We are in Maine. Would a 
paper company be a good name to put 
on a scholarship or program where stu¬ 
dents and faculty might object to it? You 
have to think through the ethos on cam¬ 
pus or risk putting a stick into a bee’s 
nest,” he said in an interview with Uni¬ 
versity Business Magazine. 
Corporations and foundations can 
determine how they want their donation 
managed. Some give it to the unrestrict¬ 
ed Bates Fund, whereas others specify 
particularly projects like the new Dining 
Commons or specific scholarships like 
the Robert J. Branham Scholars Fund, 
which provides a full need-based schol¬ 
arship in the memory of a former profes¬ 
sor of rhetoric and director of debate. 
BCSG Discusses Brewing Club's 
Future, Greets New Treasurer 
Gain your Strength to Heal. Contact 
SFC*Bradley Paxton at 888-258-1098 or 
bradley.paxton « usarec.army.mil. For more 
information, visit healthcare.goarmy.com. 
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REGINA TAVANI 
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR 
This week’s BCSG 
meeting began with a re¬ 
port by Anna Levy ’09 of 
the Deans Advisory Com¬ 
mittee. Levy expressed 
her concern over the 
current relationship between students 
and deans - one she believes could 
be friendlier - and the lack of student 
knowledge regarding the services they 
offer to students, things the committee 
hopes to improve through increased ac¬ 
cessibility to the deans and increased 
student knowledge of their function. 
The BCSG additionally amended RA 
08-11 which appointed three new stu¬ 
dents: Daniela Jaeckel ’10, Rachel Laaff 
TO and Lirong Tan ’ll to the Budget 
Committee. Treasurer Max Patinkin ’08 
stepped down at the meeting, and new 
Treasurer Arsalan Suhail ’09 officially 
took office. 
Vice President of Student Clubs 
Maddie White ’09 announced news 
concerning the newly-created Brewing 
Club. Currently, the club is awaiting a 
document from the College’s lawyer; in 
the meantime, White emphasized that 
due to legal considerations, the club 
will most likely only be able to allow 
students 21 and over to join. 
Vice President of Student Commit¬ 
tees Kristofer Jonsson ’08 announced a 
search for students to serve on a new 
committee that will help choose the ar¬ 
chitect in charge of repurposing Hedge 
and Roger Williams. 
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Crime Comparison 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 fines the following crimes: A forcible sex of¬ 
fense is “any sexual act directed against another 
building or property owned or controlled by an person, forcibly and/or against that person's will; 
institution....” Public property is defined as the or not forcibly or against the person's will where 
“thoroughfares, streets, sidewalks, and parking the victim is incapable of giving consent.” 
facilities...within the campus or immediately ad- Burglary is the “the unlawful entry of a struc- 
jacent to and accessible from the campus,” ac- ture to commit a felony or a theft. For reporting 
cording the Clery Act. purposes this defintion includes: unlawful en- 
Because the Clery Report does not differ- try with intent to commit a larceny or a felony, 
entiate between public property crimes that did breaking and entering with intent to commit a 
and did not invovled the college community, the larceny; housebreaking, safecracking, and all at- 
Student chose not to include those numbers. To tempts to commit any of the aforementioned.” 
obtain the numbers presented in the following Robbery is “the taking or attempting to take 
graphs, The Student combined the statistics for anything of value from the care, custody or con- 
crimes commited on-campus and in residence trol of a person or persons by force or threat 
halls. of force or violence and/or putting the victim 
The Uniform Crime Reporting Handbook de- in fear.” 
600 Liquor Law Arrests (Brown) and 
Disciplinary Referrals (Green) 
786-7272 ffflPflJOHlftl 786-7272 
Better Ingredients. * 
Better Pizza. 
Study Break Special j 
From 10 pm -1 am • 
Buy 1 Large or X-Large Pizza And i 
Get 1 FREE I 
*Free pizza must be of equal or lesser value. Available for pick-up ! 
or delivery on Bates College campus. • 
786-7272 
2007 The Maine Thing, Inc. Not validwith my other offer. Prices may vary and do not include bottle deposit. Customer pays all applicable taxes, including 
sales tax. Vahd at participating stores only. Prices subject to change without notice. Additional toppings extra. Limited delivery area. Deliver}1, charges 
may apply Our drivers carry less then $20.00. Prices valid until My 31,2Q0S 
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Football Earns First Win at Hamilton 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
A football player leaves the practice field one evening this fall. A challenging season ended on a high-note for the football team, with a 17-16 victory over Hamilton. 
MAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR 
It has been said that sports are cycli¬ 
cal, that nothing remains constant. Yet, 
for Bates football it appears that some 
things never change. The Bobcats beat 
Hamilton for the fourth season in a row 
last Saturday, finishing 1-7 and reducing 
the Continentals to 2-6 for the second 
year in a row. 
Senior quarterback Brandon Colon, 
in the last game of his Bates career, 
threw for 235 yards, two touchdowns 
and one interception on 21-37 passing. 
Tight end Sean Wirth ’10 caught both 
touchdown passes from Colon on his 
way to four catches for 41 yards receiv¬ 
ing. 
Junior Coleman Peeke turned in 
the game-changing performance of the 
day, blocking Hamilton’s extra point at¬ 
tempt, that followed an 85-yard, touch¬ 
down-scoring Continental drive in the 
first quarter. Bill Jennings TO returned 
the blocked kick (Peeke’s third of the 
season) for a defensive PAT. 
The two teams combined for a total 
of 124 yards rushing and punted a com¬ 
bined 15 times, while Bates out-passed 
Hamilton 235-187. Bobcat Tom Beaton 
TO led all receivers with seven recep¬ 
tions for a total of 93 yards, while Matt 
Gregg TO caught six passes from Colon 
for 83 yards. 
Defensively, sophomore Kyle McAl¬ 
lister recorded his sixth interception of 
the season, senior Anthony Begon had 
seven tackles and two sacks for a total 
loss of 13 yards, while senior linebacker 
Ron DiGravio had nine tackles. 
With another disappointing one-win 
season in the books for Bates football, 
the team can only look ahead to 2008. 
The team's seniors will be missed. 
Squash Teams Adjust 
to Departure of Coach 
JESSIE SAWYER 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
In the past 11 years, John Illig has 
brought Bates squash from D-Flight to 
the cusp of the A-Flight. However, if the 
squad does qualify for the A-Flight this 
year, Illig will not be with them to wit¬ 
ness it. 
The team returned to school in Sep¬ 
tember to find out that their coach had 
announced his resignation and decision 
to transfer to Middlebury to coach their 
new varsity squash team. Wynn Hohlt 
and Mark Kannegeiser, last year’s as¬ 
sistant coaches, have been promoted to 
share the head coaching job. 
Women’s senior Co-Captains Char¬ 
lotte Gerrish and Caroline Lemoine, 
like their teammates, are disappointed 
to hear of their coach’s departure. 
“I will miss John’s quirky lectures 
and different way of thinking about the 
game. He was the type of coach I was 
hoping to play for [in my last year at 
Bates],” Gerrish said. “As sad as it was 
to see him go, I know that change is a 
good thing and believe that this will be 
a very successful squash season.” 
Although Lemoine was also shocked 
at Illig’s departure, she understood that 
Middlebury had made him an appeal¬ 
ing offer. 
“From what I understand, they made 
him an offer that would be difficult to 
pass up,” Lemoine said. 
Illig did not comment on what the 
offer was, but he explained that he had 
been anticipating the job opening at 
Middlebury. The move brings him clos¬ 
er to his family and friends in upstate 
NY, as well as the Adirondack Moun¬ 
tains, which he often climbed as a kid. 
“I knew that the Middlebury job 
would open one day, but it opened at a 
very difficult time of the year. It’s made 
things difficult for Kevin McHugh and 
for the squash teams,” Illig said. 
Middlebury’s club squash team was 
just promoted to varsity status this year 
and Illig hopes to develop them. 
“It has been an adjustment. The lev¬ 
el of squash is lower. But it’s up to me 
now to build this team,” Illig said. 
Illig will miss the players whom he 
devoted a lot of time to recruit. 
“I was very pleased to have been 
able to recruit several international stu¬ 
dents as well as two US Urban Squash 
players onto my teams - and I was very 
glad to have that diversity. The diversity 
makes things fun and interesting.” 
Recruiting will be crucial for Bates 
next year, according to senior Co-Cap- 
tain Sean Wilkinson. The men and 
women will lose five top players collec¬ 
tively. Illig was instrumental in recruit¬ 
ing players to the team and many, like 
Wilkinson, came to Bates because of Il¬ 
lig. However, Wilkinson doesn’t foresee 
a problem with recruiting. 
“I’m not that concerned,” said 
Wilkinson. 
Wilkinson, would not be surprised 
if Illig quickly develops the new team 
into a competitive squad. 
“I have little doubt that in the next 
few years, they’ll move up in the rank¬ 
ing very rapidly,” Wilkinson said. 
Wilkinson had also been anticipat¬ 
ing Illig’s eventual move to Middlebury, 
as Illig had mentioned his interest in a 
coaching position there before. 
“He was dedicated to Bates. I know 
that’s not evident in his move to Middle¬ 
bury, but he’d been here for 11 years,” 
See ILLIG, page B3 
Celebrate 
Good Times! 
Come on? iMAC KING 
MANAGING SPORTS 
This past weekend I 
drove down to Exeter, New Hampshire, 
for my high school’s rivalry weekend. I 
was lucky enough - although any Ando¬ 
ver alum would be quick to tell you there 
was no luck involved - to watch my alma 
mater (Andover) manhandle the Exeter 
Big Red in nearly every sport. 
Now, from here there are a lot of di¬ 
rections I could go with this column. I 
could preach to you of the importance of 
the connection between sport and family 
(my mother, father, younger sister and I all 
graduated from Andover and my young¬ 
est sister is currently a sophomore at the 
school). I could write a scathing compari¬ 
son of student, alumni and community 
investment in Bates versus high school 
sports, portraying high school more fa¬ 
vorably (5,000 people were at the Ando¬ 
ver/Exeter football game). Or, I could wax 
poetic about the glory days of high school 
and adolescence (mine specifically), how 
we college students are all past our prime 
and how our lives (or maybe, once again, 
mine specifically) appear to be all down¬ 
hill from here. I’ll spare you. 
Instead, I wanted to take a closer look 
at sports celebrations. Amidst the excite¬ 
ment of all the games on Saturday, the 
nostalgia of being back, reunions with my 
buddies from high school, the score of An¬ 
dover victories and seeing my little sister, 
something tainted my experience. 
Early in the first half of the Andover/ 
Exeter boy’s varsity soccer game (a 4-2 
rout in favor of the Big Blue), an Ando¬ 
ver forward scored a low, hard shot on the 
ground off a pretty through ball. The en¬ 
tire Andover team then ran to the sideline 
nearest the Andover fans and performed a 
shaky rendition of the “Soulja Boy” dance. 
The celebration took approximately 15 
seconds. 
I have no qualms with rubbing a score, 
a questionable foul call - hell, a non-ques- 
tionable foul call - or a big play in the face 
of the opposing team’s fans. This is partic¬ 
ularly the case when the opponent is Ex¬ 
eter. I was/am so invested in this rivalry I 
See “SOUUA BOY”, page B3 
Men's XC Takes 10th at NCAA Regionals 
KATIE BASH 
STAFF WRITER 
The men’s cross country team came 
in 10th at the 2007 NCAA Regional 
Championship meet this past Saturday 
located at Connecticut College’s Hark- 
ness State Park. Competing with over 
45 teams and nearly 350 runners from 
colleges all across the Northeast re¬ 
gion, the Bates men finished two places 
higher than they did last year. This is 
the best performance the team has seen 
since 2004 when they qualified to go to 
Nationals. The Bobcat harriers struggled 
throughout the season to put together a 
consistent top seven. Their performance 
this past weekend displayed their im¬ 
mense success in doing so, however 
last minute it may have come. 
Placing 15th overall and first for 
Bates was senior Captain Matt Dunlap. 
Dunlap had an extraordinarily success¬ 
ful season and never dropped from the 
first spot on the Bates team. He finished 
10 spots higher than he did last year at 
Regional’s and ran the 8k course in an 
incredible 25:13. The Regional’s meet 
is used to determine which teams from 
the New England area will compete 
at NCAA Nationals, located at St. Olaf 
College this year. The top two teams 
from each region, who were Amherst 
and Williams this year, will definitely 
be going, and the top seven individual 
place finishers will also go. However, 
it’s necessary to remove the team cham¬ 
pionship qualifiers and renumber the 
remaining individuals (not with a quali¬ 
fying team) to determine the individual 
national qualifiers. 
Additionally, several other teams 
from New England may be picked to 
go, even if they did not qualify auto¬ 
matically, as the NCAA committee uses 
a set of criteria to fill 16 other spots with 
teams who performed within the top 
five at their designated regional meet. 
Because of this confusing procedure, 
Dunlap’s exceptional performance on 
Saturday will gamer him a spot at the 
National meet. Dunlap narrowly missed 
the bid last year, after the team ran “a 
little bit off’ according to Coach A1 Fe- 
reshetian. 
Second for Bates was Doug Brecher 
TO who also had a tremendously suc¬ 
cessful season. Finishing the 8k course 
in a blazing time of 25:36, Brecher was 
See DUNLAP page B2 
Dunlap qualifies for Nationals 
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Matt Dunlap ’08 runs amidst a large pack of runners from a host of different schools at NCAA Regionals. 
+ 
Women's XC Posts 
ANDY PERCY 
STAFF WRITER 
The women’s cross country team fin¬ 
ished ninth out of 47 scoring teams at 
the NCAA Dill New England Regional 
Championships at Connecticut College 
on Saturday. It was the first time that the 
Bobcats scratched their way into the top- 
10 all season, and as this was the final 
race of the season, they couldn’t have 
picked a better time to do so. In fact, 
the team was a mere one point behind 
eighth-place Wesleyan. 
Amherst was crowned the New Eng¬ 
land cross country capital this weekend, 
as both their men and women’s teams 
robbed Williams of the overall team ti¬ 
tles (perhaps in retaliation for the Ephs 
beating Amherst 20-0 in the ESPN-tele- 
vised football game on the same day). 
While Amherst beat Williams by a mere 
two points on the men’s side, the wom¬ 
en earned 40 points and were followed 
by Williams with 96, Bowdoin with 127, 
Colby with 140 and Middlebury with 
169. The top two teams from each re¬ 
gion automatically qualify for Nationals 
next weekend, and then there is an at- 
large bid within the country, where up 
to three additional teams from each re¬ 
gion have the opportunity to be selected 
based on how their overall seasons pro¬ 
gressed. It is very likely that these top 
five teams from Regionals will all be se¬ 
lected to compete at Nationals. 
Last year’s NESCAC Championship 
meet was also held at Connecticut Col¬ 
lege in monsoon-like conditions. At 
several points the race runs up against 
the Long Island Sound, and last year the 
water level was right up on the course. 
To make matters worse, some sort of 
water-borne parasite found its way into 
a marshy section of the course, giving 
roughly 85 percent of the runners a poi¬ 
son ivy-like rash affectionately dubbed 
“The NESCAC Rash.” The Connecticut 
Health Commissioner’s office became 
involved, and it became a big mess. This 
year was different. Not only were water 
levels back down to normal on the clear 
day, but the marsh section of the course 
was entirely removed and rerouted to 
make up for the lost distance. The end 
result was a pancake-flat course with 
some wind, but not nearly enough to be 
annoying. 
For most of the race, Jen Mitton ’ll 
was right up near the front of the pack, 
closely chased by the duo of Abby Sam- 
uelson TO and Canadian Esther Kendall 
TO. A late surge by Kendall propelled 
her to a 47th place finish with a time of 
23:00 (6:12 per mile). Mitton followed in 
51st with a time of 23:04 and was trailed 
by Samuelson (58th/23:08), Co-Captain 
Aviva Goldstein ’08 (65th/23:15), Mor¬ 
gan Maciewicz TO (76th/23:27), Co- 
Captain Molly Balentine ’08 (95th/23:38) 
and Allie Goldstein ’09 (101st/23:44). It 
is incredibly difficult to have all seven 
runners around the top 100, but Bates 
managed to do just that. 
“I was really impressed with the way 
the team came through,” said Goldstein. 
“There was only about a 45 second dif¬ 
ference between our one through seven 
runners, and I think everyone came to¬ 
gether and ran the best they could. It 
First Top-10 Finish of Season 
was a really good race, and everyone 
had great attitudes.” 
That 44-second time difference 
was impressive. Most teams would be 
thrilled if their one through five differ¬ 
ential was 44 seconds. In Bates’ case, 
the one through five split was a mere 27 
seconds. The team finished seventh last 
year at the same meet but had a front 
runner in Kathryn Moore ’07, who fin¬ 
ished in 19th. This year’s team was only 
two places behind (and in reality, was as 
good as eighth place), indicative of their 
great team depth. 
“I thought we ran really well,” said 
Head Coach Jay Hartshorn. “I think the 
key thing was just how, once again, we 
were so tightly packed together. It was 
our fifth time this season where we’ve 
had a different number one runner [there 
have been six meets total this season]. If 
you look back on our season and see 
who ran second, third and fourth for us, 
it would be different virtually every time. 
At Regionals we didn’t have a clear front¬ 
runner, but our fifth runner was better 
than everybody-else’s except for Tufts. 
That shows that we were really packed 
in there. It also shows that we’re going 
to continue to be really competitive.” 
The week leading up to Regionals 
was anything but stress-free for the team. 
A week before the race, Aviva Goldstein’s 
mother passed away after fighting can¬ 
cer for four years. Aviva Goldstein went 
home to New Hampshire immediately, 
and, among other obvious concerns, it 
was unclear who would actually run at LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
See WOMEN'S XC, page B3 
Bates harriers run against girls from an array of other teams at NCAA Regionals. 
Dunlap Places 15th 
of 350 at Regionals, 
Nationals this Week 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
35th overall. Brecher had a good season 
last year and ran consistently within the 
top seven, but he was not satisfied with 
that spot. After some hard training over 
the summer Brecher came into the sea¬ 
son with high prospects, which he ful¬ 
filled. Brecher was a strong contender 
on the team in every race and was able 
to contribute to all of the men’s success. 
Harrison Little ’08 was also another key 
consistent figure on the men’s team. 
Finishing 46th at Regional’s in a time of 
25:46, Little managed to run over two 
minutes faster and place over 50 spots 
higher than he did at the same meet 
last year. 
Fourth for Bates was Andrew Percy 
’08, who has been an important mem¬ 
ber of the Bates cross country team 
for the past four years. Running a time 
of 26:14, Percy came in 76th this year, 
over 100 spots higher than he placed 
last year. This very successful race was 
definitely an exciting way to end. 
“It was the best way for me to end 
my cross country career: running on a 
team where all seven runners ran life¬ 
time personal records for five miles. It 
is extremely rare when absolutely every 
person runs his best race on the same 
day, and we couldn’t have picked a bet¬ 
ter race to do so.” Percy said. 
Next for the garnet men was Alex 
Hegevalle-Clark ’ll, the only first-year 
in Bates’ top seven. Hegevalle-Clark 
dealt with illness all season but came 
back just in time to have a huge impact. 
Finishing 90th, in a time of 26:27, He¬ 
gevalle-Clark has once again proven his 
abilities. Griffin Stabler TO was sixth for 
the Bobcats, and although Stabler has 
been sick the past week he managed 
not to fall flat at this important race. Fin¬ 
ishing 103rd in the entire race, Stabler 
ran 26:39. Not too far behind Stabler 
was Dillon Tung ’09, who throughout 
the season was always important and 
reliable in his abilities to round out the 
top seven. 
Everyone performed really well at 
the meet, and “it was the perfect way to 
finish the season; everyone was really 
happy. It was a fun day,” said Dunlap. 
The team’s season may be over, but 
Matt Dunlap will travel to Minnesota at 
the end of the week to compete at the 
NCAA Division III Cross Country Cham¬ 
pionship. Good luck to him! 
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Matt Dunlap 
Senior cross coun- 
)o-Captain Matt 
ouniap took 15th of 
350 runners at NCAA 
Division III Regionals 
this past weekend. 
Dunlap’s impressive 
performance helped 
Bates to a top-10 fin¬ 
ish ana qualified him 
r NCAA Division 
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New Coach and Promising Group of First- 
Year Swimmers Prepare for Winter Season 
BRENDAN BRODEUR 
STAFF WRITER 
Nov. 1 marked the start of the swim¬ 
ming and diving season, which offers 
much promise with the addition of new 
swimmers and a new coach. 
The men’s team will be led by se¬ 
nior Co-Captains Dan Perry and Patrick 
Flaherty this season. They are gaining 
three first-year swimmers from up and 
down the East coast and even across the 
globe. Patrick Carroll ’08 will be both 
diving and swimming freestyle, help¬ 
ing the team on both the boards and 
in the lanes. Another freestyle swimmer, 
first-year Peem Chatikavanij from Thai¬ 
land, previously swam at prep school in 
Connecticut. The third addition to the 
team is first-year Byron Cooper, who 
will also be contributing in the free¬ 
style events. Senior Michael Detweiler 
recently became a quick addition to the 
diving team and looks to contribute on 
the boards as he learns much in his first 
year of competitive diving. 
The team will only be missing one 
senior from its lineup. Current alumnus 
Charles Swanson ’07 is a big loss in the 
distance freestyle events and could be 
the cause for an increase in freestyle 
swimmers on the men’s team. 
Seniors Annie Barton, Emilie Swen¬ 
son and Tasha Rosener lead this sea¬ 
son’s team of 20 girls. First-years join¬ 
ing the team this season are Charlotte 
Green and Allison Lizars in freestyle 
and backstroke and Kara Western in 
breaststroke and freestyle. 
This fall the men’s team has nine 
men on their roster while two swim¬ 
mers are abroad. Junior Mark Andrews 
will be away all year but junior John 
Harvey returns next semester for the 
main portion of the season. The wom¬ 
en are also missing two swimmers at 
the moment. Juniors Hope Fleming and 
Kelsey Lamdin will both be returning to 
the team during the winter semester. 
Peter Casares takes over the team 
as head coach, marking his 10th year 
coaching. Both teams look to surprise 
their NESCAC opponents this year as 
a never before seen force. Normally 
by now in the season they have swam 
against NESCAC rivals Colby and Bow¬ 
doin, but the CBB swim meet did not 
occur this year. The team will have their 
first meet against Wesleyan College on 
Saturday and looks to show the con¬ 
ference a new and improved Bobcat 
team. 
Women's Basketball Gears up for 
2007 Season behind Healthy Coffin 
ALI BLANKSTEEN 
STAFF WRITER 
This 2007-2008 season, filled with 
stiff, out-of-conference competition 
and 24 regular-season games, will un¬ 
doubtedly bring women’s basketball 
into the spotlight. Currently, the roster 
holds seven first-years, three sopho¬ 
mores, two juniors and three seniors, 
one of which, Co-Captain Meg Coffin, 
won’t be reuniting with the team until 
January. The first half of the schedule 
is comprised solely of tough, non-NES- 
CAC opponents, which Head Coach Jim 
Murphy believes “will help prepare [the 
team] for the NESCAC season.” 
In December, the Bobcats will trav¬ 
el to the Bahamas for a tournament. 
While there, they will face off against 
both Washington College and Washing¬ 
ton and Jefferson College. Conference 
competition will not commence until 
Jan. 12, leaving the team with more 
than enough time to get the relatively 
young squad generating good on-and 
off-court chemistry for a tough line of 
nearly straight back-to-back NESCAC 
games to round out the final competi¬ 
tions of the season. 
Sophomore Lauren Yanofsky is 
optimistic and enthusiastic about the 
team’s standing, not only in the NES¬ 
CAC, but also in the NCAA this winter. 
Agreeing strongly with Coach Murphy, 
Yanofsky feels confident that the “tough 
out-of-league schedule” which includes 
such competitors as Southern Maine, 
University of Maine Farmington, and 
St. Lawrence, will only help make the 
team “better and more prepared for NE- 
SCACs.” 
With strong leadership and support 
from senior Co-Captains Coffin and 
Sarah Barton, the team is excited, op¬ 
timistic and confident in their ability as 
a cohesive and highly talented group to 
dominate the NCAA this winter. Barton 
will hold down the fort until Coffin can 
return in January to help lead the team 
to a successful 2007-2008 season. 
Coffin will rejoin the team with the 
hopes of breaking 1000 points in her 
collegiate career and will do so with the 
full support of her teammates as she re¬ 
bounds from a devastating knee injury 
which cut her last season short. With 
only seven of the 24 total competitions 
this winter taking place on home-court, 
Bates fans will have limited opportunity 
to see the Bobcats in action, battling to 
make post-season play, and watch as 
Coffin strives to beat her record. 
IfsgiY 
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Women's basketball Head Coach Jim Murphy walks his players through a drill during practice Monday night. 
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lllig Emphasized Combination of Fun and Competition “Soulja 
Boy”? 
Really? 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
still genuinely believe that Exeter students 
are worse people. But, something about 
this celebration left me a little uneasy. 
The dance didn’t seem quite classless, 
but I wanted to see some polish from my 
team. Show me that you are accustomed 
to winning and can be gracious about it. 
Then again, why shouldn’t these kids 
celebrate? Several of the Andover players 
will play Division I and a good number 
will play Division III, but who knows if 
they will ever dominate again, or even re¬ 
ceive playing time. Many will never play 
on this big of a stage again in their lives 
(lord knows this is true for any of the 
Bates-bound players). 
Which prompts the question, when is 
an appropriate time to celebrate? What is 
appropriate? Is it ever appropriate? 
It is an issue over which I am tom. 
Sometimes I love a good celebration. I 
genuinely believe that Chad Johnson is 
a positive influence in the sport of foot¬ 
ball. I love hearing stories of the brashness 
and confidence of professional athletes. I 
am always entertained by a clever or un¬ 
expected celebration. When an organiza¬ 
tion’s trash-talking franchise player brings 
props onto the field of play I am glued to 
my television set. When the kicker or of¬ 
fensive lineman scores a rare touchdown 
and breaks into a preordained touchdown 
dance, I rejoice. 
Our culture seems fascinated with the 
loud and self-assured athlete. Our parents 
frown upon them (my father would say, 
“that guy is a knucklehead”), our peers 
idolize them and the media adores them. 
These are the Cristiano Ronaldos, the Reg¬ 
gie Jacksons, the Brett Hulls, the Jimmy 
Rollinses the Fernando Torreses and the 
Terrell Owenses of the sporting world. I 
too am fascinated and mesmerized by 
these figures. 
But the more wholesome side of me 
says, what about guys like Jerry Rice? Jim 
Thome? These guys are silent leaders. 
Modest class acts. As great as it is to see 
Randy Moss pretend to moon the camera 
after a long touchdown reception as a Vi¬ 
king, how good does it make one feel to 
watch Thome stroke (stroke is the wrong 
word, Jim Thome has never stroked any¬ 
thing in his life, that man obliterates base¬ 
balls) a 430-foot shot to straight away 
center, jog the bases with his head down 
and then blush his way into the dugout 
amidst high-fives and words of congratula¬ 
tions from his teammates. After the game, 
Gentleman Jim will refuse to talk about his 
homerun, or his two doubles or five RBIs, 
and instead apologizes repeatedly for his 
poor base running, crediting the win to the 
pitching staff and the team’s sure-handed 
defense. 
So where does this leave us? There is a 
crucial difference between genuine joy in 
scoring and celebrating for the sole sake of 
celebrating. When Brett Favre hits Bubba 
Franks on a seven-yard slant for a touch¬ 
down and a comeback fourth quarter 
victory, no one dohbts that the jumping, 
shouting, fist-pumping and teammate car¬ 
rying which goes on is pure, unadulterated 
love of the game. Favre doesn’t sit around 
drawing up celebrations on a white board 
and he isn’t going to celebrate when his 
team is losing by three touchdowns. 
Celebration is natural. Joy is one of the 
purest expressions of feeling of which hu¬ 
man beings are capable. Similarly, athletes 
are entertainers. Athletes, professional, col¬ 
legiate and recreational, should and will 
continue to celebrate wins, scores and big 
plays. But many players need to learn to 
grasp the magnitude of the situation. Time 
and place are crucial. On Saturday, in Ex¬ 
eter, New Hampshire, it was the wrong 
time and place. Then again, maybe I am 
getting old and bitter (“in my day, jerseys 
were made of wool, our field was dirt, our 
game shoes were Converse All-Stars and 
players showed class”). If the year was 
2001 and that was my buddy who netted 
that goal and he was doing the “Macarena” 
and not the “Soulja Boy” dance, I might 
have been thrilled. 
CONTINUED FROM B1 
Wilkinson said. 
However, he was surprised that II- 
lig would choose this year to leave. II- 
lig recruited six freshmen for this year’s 
team, and the team only lost one top 
player this year - Gary Kan ’07. With 
the depth of this year’s team, Wilkinson 
expects a competitive season. 
“This would have been John’s year 
to push us to a level that would move 
us into the top eight,” Wilkinson said. 
“It’s definitely our year to take.” 
The September announcement did 
not give the Bates athletic department 
much time to search for and hire a new 
coach by the season’s start on Nov. 1. 
McHugh interviewed several candidates, 
but because squash is a rare sport, find¬ 
ing an interim coach for only a year was 
difficult, according to Wilkinson. 
McHugh included the captains in 
the decision-making process. Wilkinson 
and his co-captains were concerned 
that bringing in a new coach would up¬ 
set their system of play that lllig had 
developed in their past three years at 
Bates. 
“My first concern was that squash 
isn’t a well-known sport. If it had been 
lacrosse, Kevin could have called some- 
C0NTINUED FROM B2 
Regionals. Goldstein made the decision 
to race in the middle of last week, real¬ 
izing that her mom would have wanted 
her to run her last cross country race 
with the team. 
“The past week had an impact on 
everyone,” said Goldstein. “It affected 
everyone’s training, but we managed 
to pull it together. Esther, Abby and Jen 
just took off and did really well. I was 
not in tip-top shape. My body was prob¬ 
ably in the worst condition possible, but 
everyone, including myself, just had the 
motivation to help each other out. [My 
mother’s passing] put things in perspec¬ 
tive and reminded us that we need to 
live every day to the fullest, which is 
pretty much what my mom said every 
day. I think that everyone took that to 
heart and did everything they could to 
run the best race possible.” 
Samuelson and Kendall had similar 
thoughts as to how the race went. 
“I think that over the past couple 
years we’ve done a really good job of 
coming together at the end of the season 
and running as a confident team,” said 
Samuelson. “I think that people really 
stepped it up at the race. Everyone ran a 
PR [personal record], if not close to a PR, 
which obviously says something about 
our training and that we’ve been doing 
one up, but I didn’t want them to hire 
someone just for the sake of hiring 
someone because it would have been 
detrimental,” Wilkinson said. “I was 
worried that Kevin would hire a flop 
and [that we wouldn’t] get the best out 
of a promising season.” 
lllig was more than a coach to his 
team. 
“You’re on a first name basis from 
day one. [There is] no hierarchy [on 
the team]. Everyone [was] important [to 
him]. There were things you’d disagree 
on, but most of the time he was spot 
on,” Wilkinson said. 
While he did push his players to be 
competitive, lllig also emphasized hav¬ 
ing fun in the sport, according to the 
captains. 
“The hardest part about losing John 
is that we are losing an integral part of 
what sets the Bates team apart from 
other college programs,” Lemoine said. 
“Both the men’s and women’s teams are 
highly ranked and love to win, but we 
also have a lot of fun. John encouraged 
us to take the game seriously while be¬ 
ing light-hearted and having a sense of 
humor.” 
For instance, it has been tradition 
for the team to introduce their lineup 
with nicknames, Wilkinson explained. 
something right all season.” 
“I couldn’t have had the race I had 
without the support of the six other girls 
in that race. We all worked really well 
together and it was a great team effort,” 
said Kendall. 
It was the last cross country race for 
Goldstein and Balentine. While Gold¬ 
stein was a high school soccer player 
and picked up cross country at Bates, 
Balentine has been running since sixth 
grade. 
Hartshorn arrived at Bates in 2005, 
when this group of seniors was sopho¬ 
mores. She has known them longer than 
anyone else on the team. 
“It’s hard because with these seniors I 
feel like I know them better than anyone 
because we’re on our third year together. 
There’s no one here who I’ve been with 
for four years. They are the only people 
who were coached by Coach [Carolyn] 
Court, so I know them really well. We’ve 
been through a lot of up and downs to¬ 
gether. I think these seniors have done 
a really good job in terms of leadership 
and making the team a really inviting and 
supportive environment. It makes me re¬ 
ally bummed to think about them not 
being there next year. That said, they’ve 
set a great foundation for the freshmen 
and for the rest of the team.” 
While the team will lose five seniors 
total, there is a lot of young talent on the 
team. In this Regional race alone, there 
was one freshman, three sophomores, 
one junior and two seniors. It is clear 
that the team will be able to rebound 
next year and will most likely avoid a 
“rebuilding” year that can frequently 
accompany the graduation of a senior 
class. 
“We are losing two [from Regionals], 
but Katie [Bash TO] and Alex [Alberto 
’ll], who ran at ECACs last week ran at 
similar levels,” said Hartshorn. “Liz [Row- 
ley ’ll] was consistently 10th for us; and 
Meg McClellan [’ll] ran in the top seven 
for us. She got derailed a little bit at the 
end because she was sick, but she has 
great potential. At ECACs we ran four 
freshmen, two sophomores, and one se¬ 
nior. So out of our top 14, only three are 
graduating.” 
Last year, Kan was nicknamed Gary 
“the Convict” Kan. Dressed in a con¬ 
vict’s outfit, his teammates wheeled him 
out on a cart to introduce him to their 
opponents. 
“John absolutely loved it,” Wilkin¬ 
son said. “Those are the kinds of things 
he gave us the freedom to do.” 
The captains and athletic depart¬ 
ment were concerned about hiring a 
coach who is unfamiliar with the team’s 
system. After several interviews, the ath¬ 
letic department promoted both Hohlt 
and Kannegeiser to share the interim 
head coaching position this season. 
Wilkinson has also had coaching 
experience. In Wilkinson’s birth coun¬ 
try, Zimbabwe, he gave private lessons 
to junior players and was the head 
coach of Petra High School squash. 
This season, he and senior Co-Captain 
Ricky Weisskopf will assist the coaches 
in running practices and training. 
“I’ve played squash half my life,” 
Wilkinson said. “It’ll be a matter of me 
and Ricky stepping up to the plate and 
saying this is how it’s done.” 
The athletic department hopes to 
do a nationwide search for a perma¬ 
nent coach after the season, according 
to Wilkinson. He hopes to be a part of 
the search process. 
ERIC ARMSTRONG 
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR 
After last year’s 18-7 record, men’s 
basketball is optimistic about having 
another stellar season. 
Although the losses of standout 
players such as Rob Stockwell ’07 and 
Zak Ray ’07, both of whom were all- 
NESCAC, will be felt, Coach Joe Reilly 
is confident that the abundance of new 
talent will compensate for any short¬ 
comings. 
The captains of the team this year 
are Pat Halloran ’08, Eric Shone ’08 and 
Bryan Wholey ’08. However, Shone 
blew his knee out and will not be able 
to play this season. 
Several returning players have made 
noticeable improvements over the sum¬ 
mer. B.J.. Dunne TO broke his arm last 
year, but has “made great strides” and 
will be an important addition to the 
team. Additionally, Ben Thayer ’09 has 
been “playing really hard,” and Jimmy 
O’Keefe TO is “looking good.” The start¬ 
ing lineup is “yet to be determined,” ac¬ 
cording to Reilly. There are two more 
practices before the first game and he 
has not made any definite decisions. 
“I’m certainly not going to sit back 
and just let them hire whoever. Not that 
I have much say as a student (and a 
player],” Wilkinson said. 
Wilkinson said that he’d consider 
applying for the permanent coaching 
position if it were offered to him, but 
that would mean he’d have to take him¬ 
self out of the coach search process be¬ 
cause of a conflict of interest. 
Although lllig will be coaching 
elsewhere, he still hopes to see his old 
team excel and will keep an eye on 
them from afar. 
“They know how much I care about 
them, and they know that I am rooting 
for their success,” lllig said. “We’ll 
probably all kid each other a little bit 
when we see each other, but the love 
is there.” 
His last coaching tip to the team is 
that having fun on the team and on the 
squash court is more important than the 
team’s rankings. 
“Burn the rankings. Don’t pay atten¬ 
tion to them,” lllig said. “Both [the men 
and women’s] teams are strong, and 
they should attempt to forge friendships 
so that they enjoy competing together 
as a team. The fun and enjoyment are 
integral. It’s what they’ll remember 
years from now.” 
Reilly sees the most important 
strengths of the team as the “attitude 
and work ethic” of the players. Another 
significant strength of the team will be 
its depth. 
The team is very young this year 
when compared to previous seasons. 
Although many of the players lack ex¬ 
perience at the college level, the level of 
talent of first-year players such as Brian 
Ellis, Alex Gallant, Nick Schmiemann, 
Devin de la Cruz and Elliot Foster, and 
the enthusiasm they bring to the team 
will be great assets to the Bobcats. 
Bobcat basketball has ambitious 
goals for the season. One of Reilly’s 
goals is to have the team known as “the 
best conditioned team in New England.” 
The team is also confident that they 
will lead the NESCAC in rebounding as 
they have for the past two years. The 
Bobcats have also had a reputation in 
recent years for their outstanding half¬ 
court man to man defense and hope to 
continue that tradition this season. 
The team’s first game of the season 
will be Nov. 16 at St. Lawrence, and the 
first NESCAC game will be a home con¬ 
test against Bowdoin on Dec. 1. 
Colors - Waxing - Massage - Polarity 
Umpu 
UTTER 
WALK-INS WELCOME 
786-3363 
Student Discounts 
48 Central Ave. One block from Gray Cage! 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Mark Taggart ’09 stretches to make a shot in a match last season. Taggart is one of a core group of returners who will be adjusting to a new coach this season. 
Women's XC 9th at Regionals with 
Strong Team-Oriented Performance 
Men's Basketball Looks to Improve 
Despite Graduating Defensive MVP 
Ray and All-NESCAC Stockwell 
LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Men's basketball practices the basics Monday night. 
B4 THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2007 
Trying to 
Define the 
Style of Our 
Generation 
LYDIA FINN 
FASHION COLUMNIST 
Since the beginning of Western 
civilization, every generation has been 
defined by its own specific style. First, 
it was elaborately folded togas, then 
velvet and brocade gowns, which 
slowly got shorter and shorter, evolv¬ 
ing into flapper dresses and miniskirts. 
Men have worn everything from skin¬ 
tight leggings and body-hugging waist¬ 
coats to sky-high collars made of stiff, 
starched material. The styles of genera¬ 
tions in the 20th century represented 
the evolving American culture; Beat¬ 
niks and hippies, the disco culture and 
punk rockers all represented their gen¬ 
eration’s changing values and interests 
in reaction to the societial institutions 
that they were rebelling against. Each of 
these social groups had specific trends 
and silhouettes that represented their 
values and interests. Men grew their 
hair long and shaggy, and women wore 
platform shoes and unstructured, fluid 
clothing. Teenagers stuck safety pins 
through their ears and wore crucifixes 
around their necks. 
But what style defines our genera¬ 
tion? When we are old, where will our 
grandkids get a sense about our gen¬ 
eration’s style? “Mean Girls”? “Gossip 
Girl”? Pictures of Mary Kate and Ashley? 
The trends over the past couple of years 
have been too manufactured and well- 
placed. The celebrities, movies and TV 
shows we look to for inspiration pay 
fashion stylists, like Rachel Zoe or Pa¬ 
tricia Field, huge salaries to construct 
specific styles for events. Every detail 
of fashion trends from this decade has 
been exaggerated and exhausted un¬ 
til the next style comes along. We live 
fast-paced lives and our fashion reflects 
that. 
But I really don’t think that it is our 
fault. We are constantly being pumped 
with so much media and hype on TV 
and in music and magazines. We can 
emulate anyone and everyone’s style. 
Dresses on the red carpet get remade 
in cheaper versions for prom. Maga¬ 
zines are filled with articles about “How 
to Dress Like Mischa” or “Get Celebrity 
Styles for Less!” It’s almost 2008 and we 
haven’t even been given the time to fig¬ 
ure out what style represents us as a 
generation. What issues are important 
to us? Comfort? Being respected? Get¬ 
ting a boyfriend? Or do we want to 
rebel against authority and push our 
parents’ buttons? It’s hard to pinpoint 
anything when we are being pulled 
from so many different sides. 
The world of mass consumption 
doesn’t make our situation any easier. 
Everyone has access to the same T-shirt 
slogans, the same dangling earrings, the 
same Vera Bradley patterns, and even 
the same vintage clothing, making it vir¬ 
tually impossible to find something tru¬ 
ly original. According to the Gap’s web 
site, their purpose as a store is to “make 
it easy for you to express your personal 
style throughout your life” (www.gap. 
com). You know what would make it 
a lot easier to personally express my 
style? If there weren’t 3,100 Gap stores 
worldwide offering thousands of ver¬ 
sions of the dark wash boot cut jeans 
for me to buy. 
I don’t think any of this really ap¬ 
plies to Bates. We are lucky to live 
among some great examples of truly 
original style. Living in such a small, 
concentrated environment allows us to 
really be inspired by the style of others, 
especially when we see the same peo¬ 
ple all the time. Everyone comes from 
diverse sources of inspiration, different 
parts of the world, different socioeco¬ 
nomic backgrounds, different cultures, 
etc., and this creates such a dynamic 
campus. We develop trends and cre¬ 
ate evolving styles even within our little 
bubble. 
I think that street fashion, like we 
have at Bates, is the greatest source of 
original creativity and style today, even 
more so than on runways. If we are all 
buying the same boots, the same cotton 
jersey dresses and the same pashmina 
scarves, then the challenge becomes 
figuring out how to make everything 
representative of ourselves, not what 
we think the clothing represents. For 
example, a white ruffled blouse may 
look cute with a pink cami on the man¬ 
nequin, but maybe with your great col¬ 
larbones all you need is a black bra to 
pull it off. And then someone who sees 
you on the street will be influenced by 
your style and will get the same blouse 
but pair it with a bright teal bra and big 
leather belt. Maybe that could define 
our generation’s style: street fashion. We 
could all influence each other in a big 
evolving shared circle of original style. 
High-Flow Brings Underground Hip-Hop 
ALEX CONNOR 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Last Saturday night, Bates College 
had an intimate night with DJ B-Roc, 
Cessa-X, Casey and Bates’ own B-Frates 
(Bryan Frates ’08). These four make up 
the group High-Flow, a band from the 
“upper valley.” The group was found¬ 
ed by Cessa-X, whose real name is Co¬ 
lin Davis, and friends, who are now 
not with the band, when they were at¬ 
tending Woodstock Middle School in 
Vermont. Frates was the grade behind 
them and recalls going to their shows 
at school dances and at house parties. 
They were “Woodstock celebs” Frates 
remembered 
The group has added new mem¬ 
bers since then, Frates and Casey Ra¬ 
mey, and lost members as well, such 
as Cyclone, who is now in California 
in the music business. 
Frates is a rhetoric major and an in¬ 
tegral part of the Bates Lacrosse team. 
Besides High-Flow concerts, Frates has 
preformed at That’s a Wrap and She 
Doesn’t Like Guthrie’s, both restaurants 
in the L/A area, this past year playing 
both original pieces and covers. 
The show, which took place in 
the Benjamin Mays Center (the Silo), 
was from all accounts a success. The 
band came on at 9:45 p.m. and played 
all original material except for cover 
remixes of Sean Kingston and JoJo 
songs. The band calls their music un¬ 
derground hip-hop. However, with the 
addition of Frates and Ramey there is 
definitely a strong R&B and rock vibe 
to the music. Even with only minimal 
advertising the Mays Center had a great 
crowd, over 150 people. 
During the show, the High-Flow 
set was interrupted for an audience 
MC Battle Contest. The battle was be¬ 
tween Kevin Artist’ Chambers ’09 and 
Will Akie ’08. Frates says the battle 
was a dogfight and that both MCs did 
a great job. With a little more pressing, 
Frates said that Artist finished “on top” 
because he got the crowd more into it. 
After the very entertaining battle, the 
band came back on to finish 
their set. 
One of the special parts 
of the show was DJ B-Roc, 
who started a dance party 
after the band finished. One 
concert attendee said that 
his performance was her 
favorite part of the entire 
event. 
B-Roc, Ben Rutner’s alias, 
is a DJ out of NYC who grew 
up in Hanover, NH. While 
only in his early 20s, B-Roc 
already has an impressive 
resume. He has produced 
for acts such as The Game, 
Wyclef Jean and Sean Kings¬ 
ton and just ended a short 
tour with Sean Kingston. 
DJ B-Roc spins at clubs 
in the city and his set brought back 
one former abroad student to the 
dance clubs of Prague. 
DJ B-Roc spun until 11:45 p.m. 
when the show ended and everyone 
went home happy. Frates says they “do 
it for the entertainment, for fun, so the 
crowd has a good time.” Clearly this is 
the recipe for a successful show. 
Graziano's Boasts True Italian Cuisine, 
JULIA RESNICK 
RESTAURANT CRITIC 
Joe Graziano, the namesake of Gra- 
ziano’s Casa Mia restaurant in Lisbon, 
loved two things: good food and box¬ 
ing. According to the restaurant’s web 
site, Joe worked at his uncle Tony Gra- 
ziano’s restaurant and his gym where 
he helped out wherever he could. His 
uncle taught him to cook at one place 
and to fight and train boxers at the 
other. The food and decor of his res¬ 
taurant reflects these two passions. 
If you go to Graziano’s on a Satur¬ 
day night, you should probably make 
a reservation. We did not, so we had 
to wait a few minutes before we were 
seated. Graziano’s provides some 
complimentary nachos and popcorn to 
munch on while you wait. 
Walking into Graziano’s, I felt as if 
I had tumbled into the world of “The 
Sopranos.” I was half expecting Tony 
and Carmella to sit down at the table 
next to us and for Artie to come talk 
to us about his specials. But alas, “The 
Sopranos” is over and they are not a 
real family. But at least I could look 
forward to some delicious Italian food. 
It is impossible to miss the al¬ 
most overwhelming decoration of 
the restaurant. Almost every surface 
of every wall is covered with boxing 
memorabilia. We sat next to some old 
black-and-white 
photos of some 
dashing young 
boxers posing 
tough for the 
camera. They 
were all wear¬ 
ing their boxing 
shorts, which led 
to a revelation: 
boxer shorts 
were named 
this because 
they were the 
shorts that box¬ 
ers wore! Life 
makes so much 
more sense now. 
The candle-lit 
tables were cov¬ 
ered with red 
tablecloths, mak¬ 
ing the restau¬ 
rant look like the quintessential Italian 
eatery. 
Much like every Italian restaurant, 
we started with some bread. Unfortu¬ 
nately, it could not compare to DaVinci’s 
garlic knots. The bread was not warm 
or crispy, and I was slightly disappoint¬ 
ed. Their salad wasn’t all that exciting 
either; it’s hard to make iceberg lettuce 
taste good. I am 
told that the house 
dressing was a bit 
more flavorful than 
my vinaigrette, 
and, if you really 
love the house 
dressing, you can 
buy a half-gallon 
of it from the res¬ 
taurant. Imagine 
that much salad 
dressing. 
Though the 
bread and salad 
were not particular¬ 
ly exciting, every¬ 
thing else sounded 
and tasted deli¬ 
cious. Appetizers 
were particularly 
hard to choose, as 
the options ranged 
from calamari and mushrooms stuffed 
with herbs and prosciutto to fried egg¬ 
plant. The prices ranged from four to 
eight dollars. Because some people 
who were in our party don’t eat pork 
Atmosphere 
and others don’t like seafood, we went 
with the mozzarella fritti ($4.95), oth¬ 
erwise known as fried mozzarella. We 
were expecting mozzarella sticks, but 
we got a square of mozzarella instead. 
Though it was not conducive to shar¬ 
ing, it was delicious. Good quality 
cheese and fried just the right amount. 
We finished all looking forward to our 
main courses. 
When you visit Graziano’s, remem¬ 
ber this: the portions are huge. A 
woman behind our table ordered la- 
sagna and received a brick that might 
have been six inches high. If you 
want a smaller portion or don’t want 
leftovers, I would recommend getting 
a half order; it’s much more manage¬ 
able. I was particularly happy with 
my dinner, Linguini Vongole ($12.95), 
otherwise known as linguini with clam 
sauce. This dish has been a life-long 
favorite of mine and this one was able 
to compete with some of the best: lots 
of garlic, white wine and clams. Deli¬ 
cious. In general the entrees ranged 
from $10 to $20 with a wide range of 
Italian choices. 
In comparison to the other Italian 
restaurants in the area, Graziano’s has 
better food at more reasonable prices. 
I give it 4 Bobcats. 
Graziano's Casa Mia 
Restaurant 
Hit ■et Iks" 
Rt. 196 & Village St. 
Lisbon, ME 04250 
Unconventional Artist 
Brings a Relatable and 
Comical Brand of Poetry 
Hot Hot Heat's 
Latest Album 
Blends Genres 
STUDENT'S 
ALBUM 
REVIEW 
J> 
0 
LEXY SMITH 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Hot Hot Heat’s recently released al¬ 
bum “Happiness Ltd.” is right at home 
with bands like The Killers and Franz 
Ferdinand. It stormed the dance-rock 
genre with dramatic ’80s-inspired vo¬ 
cals, driving dance club synthesizers 
and oftentimes morose lyrics disguised 
underneath layers of exhilarating guitar 
licks. 
The title track of “Happiness Ltd.” 
begins with the line, “Happiness is 
limited but misery has no end,” which 
effectively sets the tone for an album 
filled with break-up anthems. Lead 
singer Steve Bays, reported to have 
written the album after being rejected 
by a girlfriend, delivers the lyrics with 
earnestness and honest emotion, lend¬ 
ing support and understanding to the 
band’s teenage fan base. 
“Let Me In,” the hit single from 
“Happiness Ltd.,” demonstrates Hot Hot 
Heat’s ability to dance and sing in the 
midst of their pain, as the tune’s roll¬ 
ing drum beats, spunky guitar licks 
and crashing bells mask some of the 
anxiety and occasional menace of the 
lyrics. What separates Hot Hot Heat 
from entering the realm of emo, and all 
the uncontainable misery that entails, 
is their penchant for fun dance beats 
and a sense of self-humor. Hot Hot 
Heat has a great time on “Harmonica 
and Tambourine,” one of the album’s 
break out songs, as the drummer sets 
unrelenting drum beats and the guitar¬ 
ist furiously plucks his licks, which are 
both enhanced by the nutty-sounding, 
’80s-inspired, synthesized organs run¬ 
ning throughout the song. 
Musically, the most interesting song 
on the album is “Good Day to Die,” 
a ballad in the tradition of 1960s love 
songs, which is intertwined with synco¬ 
pated base lines, rock and roll harmo¬ 
nies and a lush string orchestra, mak¬ 
ing the song derivate of a whole host 
of genres. The overly-depressing and 
stream of consciousness lyrics found on 
“Good Day to Die” suggest that Hot Hot 
Heat is more concerned with portraying 
their genuine emotion than maintaining 
an air of cool. 
Some of the album is quite witty, 
especially “My Best Fiend,” whose ti¬ 
tle’s play on words is only a harbin¬ 
ger of the fun to be had in this track. 
The song begins with a mischievous- 
sounding synthesized piano, then ex¬ 
plodes into fury with several guitars 
layered on top of one another. It al¬ 
ludes to live performance with Bays’ 
short and tough “oh’s” sung over the 
chorus line, as one can picture doz¬ 
ens of people screaming those “ohhhs” 
with him. Bays’ voice sounds best 
in his middle-range, where his vi¬ 
brato can really come out. The band 
missteps on tracks like “So So Cold,” 
where Bays’ voice strains so high as to 
appear whiny. Some of the production 
techniques used to smooth over Bays’ 
voice compromise the earnestness and 
harshness of their sound, as at times 
the vocals mesh too easily into the 
background instrumentation and don’t 
maintain freshness. 
The album is ambitious, and Hot 
Hot Heat’s willingness to explore new 
genres, especially the bossa nova 
groove in “Give Up?” and the ballad- 
feel of “A Good Day to Die,” reveals 
an eagerness, palpable in the dance 
groove of their music. The talent of 
the instrumentalists and the urgency 
of Bays’ vibrato-infused voice make 
it clear that Hot Hot Heat, away from 
the recording studio, would make a 
great live band. The largeness of their 
sound is at times completely exhilarat¬ 
ing, as their lush “wall of sound” tech¬ 
nique, where musical layers are added 
to produce an orchestra-like sound, 
makes musical allusions to the surging 
rock and roll anthems from the likes of 
Arcade Fire. The album is fun to listen 
to, and the boys of Hot Hot Heat really 
shine when they give themselves room 
to rock out to a variety of genres. 
Mike McGee is a self-proclaimed 
“Californian writer, poet, comic, talker, 
chubby, hobo traveler,” dominating one 
microphone at a time with his potent 
words. His show at the Benjamin Mays 
Center last Thursday was not the typical 
act found at the Village Club Series, but 
the lack of music did not phase the au¬ 
dience’s positive response to his unique 
poetry, comedy and storytelling style. 
McGee, a national poetry slam cham¬ 
pion from California, has released five 
albums and four chapbooks and has 
appeared on “Russell Simmons Pres¬ 
ents Def Poetry Jam,” but those are only 
a few of his many accomplishments. 
Even with all these credits to his name, 
he is a humble guy just trying to show 
the world the art of speech and the pos¬ 
sibilities of taking a chance to follow 
your dreams. 
His material has been heavily influ¬ 
enced by comedian and improv greats 
such as Bill Hicks, Jonathan Winters, 
Richard Pryor and Bill Cosby. They in¬ 
spired him to break from the mold and 
hit an open mic night at the local cof¬ 
fee shop where he used to bum around 
before he grew a passion for wordplay. 
He also tours with his group Tons of 
Fun University, a talk-rock ensemble 
comprised of his friends who joined 
their voices and microphones to further 
their lyrical genius. Mighty Mike Mc¬ 
Gee lets it flow the only way he knows 
how - freely. 
With a simple tap of the micro¬ 
phone, Mike McGee began his show 
with a melody of well-strung words that 
rhymed, released and reasoned. His first 
piece, entitled “Mycrophone” perfectly 
summed up his love to perform and the 
feelings that came along with his time 
on stage. The microphone is the mighty 
axe that helps him cut through the air; 
it “...is a tool I use to cram my soul 
into your, ears.” If people are willing 
to listen, McGee is willing to talk about 
everything and anything; the micro¬ 
phone gives him power to spill his “lit- 
erary stuffing.” He covered everything 
from the life and death of ladybugs to a 
food eating battle to the death with the 
Angel of Darkness to his never ending 
love for pudding. “Like” was a beauti¬ 
fully twisted, pun-filled, hilarious ode 
to a women he hoped someday would 
like him back. With comparisons such 
as “I like you like homeless people and 
break dancers like cardboard,” and “I 
like you similar to the way pirates and 
frat boys like booty,” how could some¬ 
one not like the poem? Sometimes he 
was ridiculous and sometimes he was 
serious, making the show a roller coast¬ 
er of emotions considering the topics 
of life he covered. His awkward blunt¬ 
ness highlighted the show; whether he 
was being perfectly honest about his 
hatred of running and stairs or the fact 
that Muppets like being fisted, he was 
not going to conform and limit himself. 
His overall message was to dream for 
the impossible because someday, some¬ 
way, you might just catch the break you 
deserve. 
McGee was amped to talk to me 
about the art of spoken word, poetry 
slam competitions and life in general. 
He writes poetry and wants people to 
not fear it from the norms set down on 
it through history. He said poetry is not 
what it used to be; it is more entertain¬ 
ing and open for interpretation. He en¬ 
courages everyone to check out spoken 
word and experience the new wave of 
poetry. He is a self-proclaimed people- 
watcher, which is the basis for most of 
his material, along with self-reflection. 
His main goal is to give his audience 
a break from their world and have a 
look through the eyes of Mike McGee. 
Check out more on McGee at www. 
mikemcgee.net and www.myspace. 
com/mikemcgee. Mike’s presence at 
Bates College was like “...a bottomless 
basket of extra crispy French fries cov¬ 
ered in awesome sauce.” 
New to the Village Club Series next 
week is the Kyle Mann Combo. Com¬ 
ing all the way from Chicago, the group 
was one of two acts chosen from Sonic- 
bids. The group is known to captivate 
audiences with their sophisticated piano 
pop rock. They have recently released 
their debut album “Goodbye Kites.” 
THE BATES STUDENT, TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 2007 B5 
Mexican Children Feat 
Student Photography E 
LOUISA DEMMITT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Students gather at the opening of sophomore Alex Strada's photo exhibit on Oaxaca, Mexico, featured in Chase Hall 
Gallery. 
ZOE ROSENTHAL 
ARTS & LIVING LAYOUT EDITOR 
This Wednesday, members of the 
Bates community were transported to a 
different lifestyle and environment while 
viewing the opening of the Oaxaca 
Photo Exhibit in Chase Hall Gallery. The 
photos are a collection from sophomore 
Alex Strada’s travels this past summer 
to Oaxaca, Mexico. They were taken as 
part of a workshop led by accomplished 
photographer Mary Ellen Mark. 
Strada has always been interested in 
photography. She began her career by 
shooting photos of her younger sister as 
a hobby, and her talent only expanded 
during high school. In Strada’s sopho¬ 
more year of high school, Mary Ellen 
Mark spoke at her school, and the two 
fostered a mentor/mentee relationship. 
Since then, Mark has provided critiques 
and recommendations to Strada that 
continued during their travels to Oaxa¬ 
ca. 
As a city largely untouched by in¬ 
dustrialization, Oaxaca is described as 
being timeless. “You could go there 20 
years from now, or 20 years ago, and 
I’m sure it would be the same,” com¬ 
mented Strada. 
This timelessness was part of what 
Strada hoped to express in her pho¬ 
tos. Inspired in part by her previous 
experience photographing her younger 
sister and a desire to break away from 
seeing youth from just one perspective, 
Strada’s photos focus on children. She 
felt that photographing an array of dif¬ 
ferent children allowed her to express 
both the particulars of a specific child 
and the universal characteristics of an 
age group. Strada is most interested in 
photographing pre-adolescent children 
because they “exist in a fantasy, mystical 
world, but still understand reality,” she 
recollected. She contrasted these young 
children with college-aged kids who 
have become too mature to combine 
fantasy and reality. 
Strada was able to find a diverse ar¬ 
ray of children for subjects. She spent 
her mornings in the homes of wealthier 
families. Her afternoons, in contrast, 
were spent at Casa Jogar, an orphanage 
for disabled children, children who have 
lost their parents or children whose par¬ 
ents would be unable to give them a 
healthy, safe life. Yet, Strada explained 
that this was not a stereotypical run¬ 
down orphanage; it was very well run 
and even had a full computer lab for 
the children. Strada found it important 
not to exploit the children given the cir¬ 
cumstances in which they live. Rather, 
she wanted to express their characteris¬ 
tics and personalities, instead of show¬ 
ing their hardships. 
Strada found her orphanage pictures 
to be the strongest because she spent 
so much time there. It was easiest to 
get the children at Casa Jogar to unwind 
in front of the camera because they felt 
comfortable in her presence and be¬ 
cause they received personal attention. 
Each child also received copies of the 
photos taken of them. 
While in her artist statement Strada 
describes her Spanish language skills as 
“less-than bueno,” the language barrier 
did not present a problem in her inter¬ 
action with the children. They were re¬ 
ceptive to her efforts to speak to them 
in their native language, and many of 
the children from the more affluent fam¬ 
ilies practiced the English that they were 
learning in school, as well. 
Despite the perceived barriers be¬ 
tween the children at the orphanage 
and those whom Strada photographed 
in her mornings at the homes of more 
prosperous families, there were still 
strong similarities between them. One 
of the most striking pictures of the ex¬ 
hibit is of two sisters from one of the 
families that Strada visited. In contrast 
to the highly emotional pictures pres¬ 
ent in the rest of the exhibit, this photo 
was posed as though it was a family 
portrait from a previous century. Strada 
described the photograph as expressing 
the “macho quality” of the young girls, 
even as they wore their best dresses and 
had bows in their hair. 
Unlike this photo, the rest of the 
exhibit was focused on Strada’s inter¬ 
est in engaging stares from the children. 
She sought “some sort of viable emo¬ 
tion beyond the cliche, whether it was 
beautiful, pensive or sullen.” Addition¬ 
ally, when arranging the photos of the 
exhibit she purposefully mixed photos 
of the children at the orphanage with 
the children she photographed in her 
mornings as to not have too stark a dis¬ 
tinction between the two lifestyles. The 
photos show a mixture of the children 
casually playing, doing chores and even 
napping. 
It is easy to see the strong similari¬ 
ties to American children, and Strada 
noted that this came out even more in 
her conversations with them. One girl, 
photographed in the exhibit holding a 
Snow White snow globe, particularly re¬ 
minded Strada of her younger sister and 
shared many traits with a stereotypical 
American girl, such as her love for the 
Disney movie “High School Musical.” 
Another photo, showing two young 
boys arguing over the size of their bi¬ 
ceps, could easily have been taken at 
any American elementary school and 
emphasizes the universal characteristics 
of children everywhere, despite their 
backgrounds or lifestyles. This photo, 
and several others taken at the orphan¬ 
age, show both handicapped children 
and those without disabilities. Strada 
said that the children displayed an enor¬ 
mous amount of compassion, taking 
care of each other regardless of their 
differences or disabilities. 
Within the exhibit, Strada’s favorite 
photo is one of a blind girl from Casa 
Jogar cleaning the clothes of the some 
of the younger children. The ecstatic 
smile on her face as she laughs in the 
photo is a permanent expression on the 
girl’s face, Strada said, and the girl fre¬ 
quently assumes the motherly role cap¬ 
tured in the photo. 
Many of the children at Casa Jogar 
have very painful stories of how they 
found themselves at the orphanage, and 
it was only after spending a month es¬ 
tablishing relationships with these chil¬ 
dren that Strada learned of their back¬ 
grounds, making her volunteer efforts 
more poignant. Strada hopes to travel to 
Oaxaca again to volunteer at Casa Jogar 
and continue to photograph the chil¬ 
dren there. This February, Strada plans 
to travel to Brazil to attend a workshop 
with another prominent photographer, 
Ernesto Bazan. The Oaxaca exhibit 
can be seen at the Chase Hall Gallery 
through Nov. 24. 
Vince Vaughn's Snappy 
Lines Give Reason to 
Believe in "Fred Claus" 
MOVIE 
D wirfUKt 
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LAURA BURNS 
STAFF WRITER 
Like a dutiful liberal arts student, I 
have lately frequented Shaw’s and Star- 
bucks for my pre-Thanksgiving work¬ 
load retail therapy. In doing so, I’ve 
come face-to-face with an unfor¬ 
tunate truth: Christmas begins in 
October. This happens every year, 
and every year I start out aggres¬ 
sively resisting. Sooner or later, 
however, Bing Crosby’s crooning 
lulls me into an acceptance of the 
premature advent of this holiday 
season. This past Sunday, I em¬ 
braced consumerist ploys by go¬ 
ing to see Vince Vaughn and Paul 
Giamatti star in “Fred Claus,” fol¬ 
lowing the story of St. Nick’s over¬ 
looked older brother. 
As a child, Fred’s efforts to 
be “the best older brother” were 
constantly obscured by Nicholas’ 
saintly actions. Fred resorted to 
acting out, and later in life he es¬ 
tranged himself from the family. 
Nicholas, played by Paul Giamatti, 
becomes a saint during manhood. 
At this point he, his family and all 
their spouses are magically frozen 
in time, never to age - this prem¬ 
ise paves the way for the story’s 
transition into present day. 
Vince Vaughn takes the part 
of modern day Fred, a jaded repo man 
who fast-talks his way out of trouble, 
inadvertently manipulating and hurt¬ 
ing those closest to him. After a run-in 
with the law - and several disgruntled 
Salvation Army Santas - Fred calls up 
his well-meaning brother for bail and 
a rather large loan that will aid in his 
latest business venture. Nicholas of 
course wants to help his brother but 
requires that Fred help out at the work¬ 
shop to earn his money. 
The most enjoyable moments hap¬ 
pen \yhen dialogue dealt with business 
crises at the North Pole and Claus fam- 
Fred Claus 
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ily turmoil in a dry, chatty manner that 
seems characteristic of Vaughn’s ad-lib 
style. The movie would probably have 
floundered had it not been for Vaughn’s 
unique timing and the talent of its main 
cast. I was surprised to see so many 
great actors: John Michael Higgins as 
the head elf, Kathy Bates as Nick and 
Fred’s mother and Kevin Spacey as 
Clyde Northern, an efficiency expert 
who visits the North Pole with the grim 
intention of shutting it down. An ap¬ 
pearance by Ludacris in elf form was 
also an amusing diversion. Paul Gia¬ 
matti presented a hilarious take on San¬ 
ta Claus: a kindly professional, 
burdened with stress. 
On to the bad news. Though 
I have great love for Kevin Spac¬ 
ey, it was distressing to note 
similarities in this performance 
to his evil, monotone delivery 
in “Se7en”... shudder! Also, the 
seams between live film and 
computer animation are often 
difficult to ignore. The movie 
does hold its own in parts. In 
particular, there is a great scene 
where Fred joins the actual less¬ 
er-known brothers of Bill Clin¬ 
ton, Alec Baldwin and Sylvester 
Stallone in a Sibling Support 
Group. Because these moments 
come and go, however, the film 
feels patchy, torn between its ad¬ 
mirable comedic objectives and 
an appeal to a younger target au¬ 
dience. To be honest, the movie 
has some stiff competition in the 
context of a long tradition of 
holiday films. It has to contend 
with the likes of “Elf” and “The 
Santa Claus,” both very high on 
my list. 
Though its plot sometimes stretched 
and wandered in an effort to avoid 
mimicking the film’s likenesses, “Fred 
Claus” managed to fill my heart with a 
little needed holiday spirit. I even got a 
little teary at one point - but let’s keep 
that between you and me. 
Horns Join Hip-Hop in 
Page Hall Concert 
JOE WILLIAMS 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
A good 100 Batesies partied like 
rock stars this past Saturday at Page 
Hall, the ultimate student concert party 
venue. In their stage debut, Tommy 
Denby’s new, untitled hip-hop band 
nailed it in every sense of the verb. 
The levels, particularly vocals and 
bass, were at an unprecedented height 
of audibility. If you wanted to hear 
“Let’s Get it Started” at a reasonable vol¬ 
ume, you did not need to leave Adams. 
The astute volume-check was just one 
example of the concert’s logistical suc¬ 
cess. There were kegs but no security 
break-ups, a hyped-up crowd but no 
fights, and great music but no cover 
charge. 
Moreover, the music was spot on. 
Rapping, Kevin “Artist” Chambers ’09 
and Frankie White Jr. ’ll were the heart 
of the experience, commanding the 
stage with a fresh, forceful authority 
over familiar hip-hop songs. Jeannie 
Larmon ’10 joined on vocals for “Let’s 
Get it Started.” The band featured two 
horns, Ben Smeltzer TO on trombone 
and Nick Swerdlow ’09 on alto sax, 
whose sound was augmented by two 
guitarists: virtuoso Alex Coster ’ll on 
lead and Tommy Denby ’09 on rhythm. 
Bassist Brooks Puchner ’09 and drum¬ 
mer Tom Bowden ’09 locked hard into 
the completely metronomic time de¬ 
manded by the hip-hop songs. The 
band was able to bring the songs’ stu¬ 
dio sound to life in equivalently master¬ 
ful live form. DJ Carp, a veteran of the 
Bates dance party, opened and closed 
the show, drawing in even more of the 
Saturday crowd. 
Tommy Denby’s first experiment 
was last year’s unique Tommy Denby 
Blues Band. Denby is knowledgeable 
about both the blues and hip-hop, hav¬ 
ing hosted many Bates radio shows 
featuring these genres. The blues band 
was discarded at the beginning of this 
year in favor of this as-of-yet unnamed 
hip-hop group. 
“We don’t really have a name,” says 
Denby. “We were tossing around ‘Penn 
Brekler’ as a band name and also ‘Crunk 
as Sherpas’ and ‘Deep Foliage.’” 
After forming the core band, Denby 
spent most of his efforts trying to find a 
rapper. “I asked about 10 people,” he 
says, mentioning that there aren’t many 
comfortable stage rappers at Bates and 
that Artist and Frankie were a real bless¬ 
ing when they finally joined the band. 
Regarding the size of the band, Denby 
says, “I didn’t want it to be a small, bare 
band up there. I really went for the 
epic band, with many instruments and 
different sounds.” Clearly, the band’s 
success lies in the hard work and time 
put into the project before finally taking 
the stage. 
Any Batesie who’s been here long 
enough will tell you that Page is the 
place where all the great student con¬ 
certs go down. Three years ago, Greg 
Waters Band would fill the place up. 
The Blue Slippers, a renowned alumni 
band, have a history of returning to 
Page for the Purim Party. And how 
can you beat a good old-fashioned 
Nancies show in the bowels of Page 
basement? 
Is that why a hundred people 
showed up this Saturday and stayed? 
Maybe it was the beer. Or perhaps it 
was the name recognition, with the 
way student bands and DJs rule the 
weekend night party scene. 
But I would venture to say it was 
the music. That people could hear Art¬ 
ist all the way from the Quad, along 
with the pounding bass and rich tex¬ 
ture of a 10-piece band, should tell 
you it was a successful party. The hip- 
hop band promises to hit you with one 
more concert this semester. 
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Picking 
the Perfect 
Women's 
Sex Toy 
B. MILLICENT ROBERTS 
SEX COLUMNIST 
Alright ladies, this one is for you: 
how to pick the perfect sex toy. I know 
the majority of you have at least con¬ 
sidered using one, but still many of you 
haven’t. The topic of women’s mas¬ 
turbation is a touchy subject for some 
people, and because books could be 
written on the subject, I’m going to sum 
it up here: do it! It might just improve 
your sex life. Masturbate! 
Now that you’re all dedicated to 
stronger and longer orgasms, sex toys 
may be your new sweetheart. Howev¬ 
er, the process of obtaining a sex toy is 
often awkward and unfriendly. If you 
get on the right track and have a bit of 
information before diving in, the pro¬ 
cess will easier and more comfortable. 
Basically there are two methods of ob¬ 
taining a sex toy. 
Before the age of technology, ev¬ 
eryone had to get their sex toys from 
an actual store. These are commonly, 
known as “sex shops.” An example of 
a sex shop is Midnight Boutique (just 
right down the street from Bates at 571 
Main St.) and Condom Sense in Port¬ 
land (424 Fore St.). There are several 
upsides to shopping for toys in a physi¬ 
cal store. You get to see the item in real 
life before you buy it (some stores may 
even have a demonstration model) and 
you get to have it right away. 
The downside for some is that there 
are people. People may see you go into 
the store, and you even have to bring 
the item to the cashier. This fear of be¬ 
ing caught and giving perfect strangers 
details of your sex life may be arousing 
for some, but for others it’s embarrass¬ 
ing. To make yourself more comfort¬ 
able, try to figure out what you want 
before you go or even try going with a 
group of friends. Lastly, if for any rea¬ 
son you feel extremely uncomfortable 
(even before you enter the store), just 
turn around. 
The internet is the second method 
for obtaining a sex toy and may be the 
method of choice for most. The inter¬ 
net offers many toy options and lets 
us purchase items discreetly. There are 
even toy web sites made by and for 
women. A popular web site is www. 
Babeland.com, but the ultimate site in 
female pleasure is www.Bootyparlor. 
com. Bootyparlor has videos which 
show (not demonstrate) how each toy 
works. The toys range from beginner 
to advanced to designer in any price 
range. They even give you batteries! 
Don’t worry, the packaging is always 
discreet. The downsides are that you 
have to wait for your toy and you don’t 
get to see it in person. Be careful be¬ 
cause those internet pictures can be de¬ 
ceiving. 
How do you know which sex toy 
is right for you? There are many sex 
toy options for women, so picking your 
perfect match can be difficult. Here are 
some guidelines and helpful questions: 
Firstly, you’ll need to know what 
type of stimulation you want. The ba¬ 
sic types are clitoral, vaginal, G-spot 
and anal. Web sites will typically tell 
you which toys are for a certain type 
of stimulation. Some toys such as the 
“rabbit” offer several types of stimula¬ 
tion at once. Though using most “rab¬ 
bits” are not recommended, this barrage 
of stimulation can be either exciting or 
overwhelming. Choose for yourself. 
Toys that offer clitoral stimulation 
always vibrate. Some also offer several 
different vibration patterns or “pitter- 
pat” action. Toys made specifically to 
stimulate the clitoris will be much small¬ 
er and quieter than your average dildo. 
Examples are the standard “bullet” or 
the exciting and new “Cone.” These are 
perfect for the discreet woman and can 
help you achieve great orgasms. 
For vaginal and G-spot stimulation, 
a toy will need to be insertable. It is 
extremely important that you consider 
your size and experience level before 
you decide on a toy. Having a toy that’s 
too long or a girth that’s too wide can 
be uncomfortable and sometimes pain¬ 
ful. Most women can handle a length 
of at least six inches. It’s better to go 
too big than too small. You can always 
insert the toy part of the way, but a toy 
that’s too small isn’t going to cut it (sor¬ 
ry guys). If you can fit the width of two 
fingers comfortably but three is a bit of 
a tight squeeze, you will want to pur¬ 
chase a toy with a girth of 1.5 inches or 
less. If you like a tight squeeze, go as 
big as you can! 
Vaginal toys will be in the general 
shape of a penis, but most won’t re¬ 
motely look like one. Some are smooth 
and others have added texture. It all 
depends on your personal preferences. 
If you’re a first-timer, you may want to 
get a smooth dildo until you’re ready 
for some intense friction. As always, 
you can cut down on friction by using 
lubricant. G-spot toys look like vaginal 
toys but will curve up at the end to 
reach that hard-to-get area. 
Anal toys have a smooth shape spe¬ 
cifically designed for comfortable use in 
the rectum. These toys are not textured 
and tend to graduate in girth. Exam¬ 
ples of anal toys are butt plugs and anal 
beads. Some toys are suitable for both 
anal and vaginal use, but it is best to 
designate a toy for a specific purpose to 
avoid any unwanted infections. 
A very important topic when choos¬ 
ing a sex toy is what material will work 
best for your needs. Many toys (includ¬ 
ing the basic vibrator) are made of hard 
plastic which is not always the most 
comforting material, but it is cheap and 
easy to clean. I would not recommend 
using this type of toy in the shower be¬ 
cause it is likely to break if dropped. 
Another hard material is Pyrex. Yes, 
some sex toys are made of glass. How¬ 
ever, Pyrex is incredibly durable (it will 
not break inside of you) and will retain 
a hot or cold temperature. This is a 
very exciting feature, but a Pyrex toy 
will run you upwards of $100. They 
are quite pretty, but maybe not worth 
the cash. 
A different type is made with “jelly” 
material. This material is a soft plastic 
and can be very comfortable. However, 
“jelly” material is not recommended if 
you’re planning on using your toy more 
than once. Additionally, never let any¬ 
one use your toy besides you. This ma¬ 
terial is porous which means that even 
if you clean it very well after each use, 
it can still hold bacteria. This can cause 
yeast infections, itchy bacterial infec¬ 
tions or even urinary tract infections. 
Remember that while “rabbits” sound 
like an appealing toy; most of them are 
made of jelly. If you show any symp¬ 
toms (such as itchiness) after using your 
toy, throw it out immediately. Jelly 
equals bad. 
The best material you can purchase 
is medical grade silicone. It is soft 
like the “jelly” material, but it is even 
smoother and non-porous. It is easy 
to clean and durable, but do not use a 
silicone-based lubricant in conjunction 
as it can damage the material. Silicone 
toys are usually a bit more expensive 
than the other materials (though still 
less expensive than Pyrex), but it is 
worth it. 
Now that the process of purchasing 
a sex toy is laid before you, give it a shot. 
Don’t be embarrassed about wanting to 
have great orgasms. It’s natural and fun! 
Be safe and enjoy your forever-improv¬ 
ing sex lives. 
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LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT 
Members of the College Orchestra and semi-professional players performed Bach and Beethoven in the orchestra's 
bi-annual concert. 
JEN MclNNIS 
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR 
The halls of the Olin Arts Center were alive with the sound 
of music last Saturday evening. These melodies were emanat¬ 
ing from the Olin Concert Hall where the College Orchestra, 
artist in residence Frank Glazer and various semi-professional 
players performed Bach’s Concerto in D minor BWV 1052 and 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony in C minor op 67 at their bi-an¬ 
nual recital. 
Saturday’s performance marked the culmination of the col¬ 
lege orchestra’s hard work this past semester, and hard work 
really did pay off in the orchestra’s case, as the old adage goes. 
While the pieces varied in rhythm, pace and tone, they were 
seamlessly tied together by the dynamic direction of Hiroya 
Miura, the conductor. 
“[The student orchestra and accompanying players] did 
very well,” noted Miura. “It’s amazing to think how much they 
have improved between the dress rehearsal and the perfor¬ 
mance alone.” 
The concert opened with Bach’s Concerto in D minor BWV 
1052 through which the students and semi-professionals joined 
talent with resident pianist, Frank Glazer. Glazer’s rigid po¬ 
sitioning at the piano contrasted with the upbeat and lively 
tempo of the piece, yet such positioning did not detract from 
his near flawless performance at the piano. Bach’s Concerto 
was divided into three movements; while the opening and 
closing movements were characterized by their upbeat tempo, 
the middle movement was much slower. 
In the second piece, only the student orchestra and 
the semi-professional players joined together to perform 
Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony in C minor op 67, infamous for its 
four-note opening motif. This piece took a more ominous tone 
and contrasted in tempo and speed to the first piece, for the 
most part; however, the final movement of the piece, marked 
by its upbeat crescendo, linked back to the lively characteris¬ 
tics of Bach’s Concerto in D minor BMV 1052. 
Twice a year, the Student orchestra, comprised of 20 stu¬ 
dents, is able to showcase their talent in two monumental per¬ 
formances usually accompanied by Glazer and various other 
semi-professional players. 
“I think the benefits of working with semi-professionals 
are tremendous, from performance etiquettes to the inspiration 
they get from listening to the sound that [students] could strive 
for,” noted conductor, Miura. “It is important for Bates to have 
a working relationship with the local musicians’ community. 
Not only do the local musicians provide the support, but the 
orchestra is starting to draw a larger number audience from the 
L/A area.” 
Even at 92, Glazer is not deterred from furthering his im¬ 
pressive talent at the piano. He is a pianist of international 
renown with a highly distinguished career, performing and 
recording with various other orchestras and groups - experi¬ 
ence and expertise that did not fall short in Saturday’s perfor¬ 
mance. 
With both Glazer and Miura’s contributions, the student 
orchestra performance was precise and flawless and set the 
precedent high for next semester’s performance. 
Pete Francis Makes a Name For Himself 
Former Dispatch member hits Bates on his Northeast solo tour 
ELIZABETH ROWLEY 
STAFF WRITER 
Pete Francis, a former member of 
the independent band Dispatch, per¬ 
formed Friday evening to an enthusias¬ 
tic crowd. Bates students crowded the 
Mays Center to enjoy the show, which 
was hosted by the Chase Hall Commit¬ 
tee. 
Jer Coons, an 18-year-old Vermont 
native, was first to perform. This indie 
rocker, whose style mirrors that of art¬ 
ists such as Jason Mraz and Ben Folds, 
captivated his audience with his quick 
wit and exceptional sound. With his 
excellent stage presence and playful 
attitude, it was an impressive perfor¬ 
mance enjoyed by all. 
Coons played some of his older 
jams although he also showcased a 
few new songs. One track, which he 
dedicated to all the science nerds in 
the audience, was titled “Entropy” - al¬ 
luding to a past relationship and its 
nature of falling apart. Additionally, 
Coons played several standout crowd 
pleasers, including a rendition of “Hips 
Don’t Lie,” which got audience mem¬ 
bers dancing. For those who missed 
out, Coons will play again in the area 
on Thursday, Nov. 9, at Higher Ground 
in Burlington, Vermont - a show that 
would undoubtedly be Well worth the 
drive. 
Headlining that same show was 
none other than Pete Francis. Francis 
began his career during his college 
years, playing small gigs to his peers in 
the common rooms and halls of Mid- 
dlebury dormitories. In 1996, Francis, 
along with fellow students Brad Cor¬ 
rigan and Chad Stokes, formed what 
would become one of the most popu¬ 
lar bands of its genre. 
Although the band broke up in 
2002, the eight years Pete played with 
Dispatch were eventful and fruitful. 
The group performed several fund-rais¬ 
ing shows that were instrumental to the 
establishment and success of the non¬ 
profit organization The Elias Fund. This 
is an organization founded to benefit 
Zimbabwean youth through education 
and community development. 
The creation of this organization 
was inspired by and owes its name to 
one , of Dispatch’s most popular tracks, 
“Elias.” The song begins in Shona, or 
ChiShona, the native language of Zim¬ 
babwe. The group wrote this song after 
Stokes visited Zimbabwe and met a gar- 
ANNA MILLER/THE BATES STUDENT 
Pete Francis rocked the Mays Center 
last Friday in an event sponsored by 
the Chase Hall Committee. 
dener named Elias. Elias had two sons 
named Honest and Manuel, for whom 
he dreamed of providing an opportu¬ 
nity of higher education. This dream is 
now at the heart of the Elias Fund. 
Never signed to a label, Dispatch 
gained momentum and rose in popu¬ 
larity as their music became available 
to the public through sites such as 
Napster and Limewire. Although break¬ 
ing up over a tension rising from con¬ 
flicting opinions among band mem¬ 
bers, the group ended on a positive 
note. Their final show, titled “The Last 
Dispatch,” was a particularly notable 
concert in July of 2004 in Boston. With 
over 110,000 fans comprising the audi¬ 
ence, it is known as the largest concert 
in independent rock history. Pete Fran¬ 
cis has said of that show, “the day we 
played our last gig was life-changing. 
The excitement...there was an absolute 
beauty to it. It was a perfect day.” 
Since Dispatch, Pete Francis has 
launched a very successful indepen¬ 
dent career. It has been said of his mu¬ 
sic, “A Pete Francis record feels like a 
ride from NY to the coast of Maine.” 
With records released in 2001, 2003, 
2004 and 2006, making a name for him¬ 
self separate from Dispatch has been a 
full-time job. In addition to producing 
solo albums, Francis is kept busy co¬ 
owning a recording studio called the 
Mighty Toad. 
His performance Friday night was 
well received by a large audience of 
Bates students. The crowd got progres¬ 
sively larger as the concert continued, 
the Pete Francis fans getting progres¬ 
sively more enthused as they listened to 
their favorite tracks live. Francis played 
with fervor, his melodic ballads add¬ 
ing to the already relaxed yet engaged 
atmosphere, A mark of his dedi¬ 
cation, Francis stuck around 
after the concert to speak 
with and sign autographs for the die¬ 
hard fans who waited eagerly to meet 
him. 
Francis will be on tour through De¬ 
cember, with gigs in New York, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, New Hampshire and Penn¬ 
sylvania. Francis fans should be on the 
lookout for his new album titled “Iron 
Sea and the Cavalry,” expected to be 
released later this year. 
